








*s Magic Touch 
see page 10 





‘Alfco Twin Meter parks 2 cars instead of |. 
ly about half the number of meters are required to install, 


maintain and police. 
Only about half the number of posts. 


Only one clock to wind—one coin box—one housing—one 
meter to control two adjoining parked cars. 


Only about half the number of collection stops. 


No wonder the *Alfco Twin Automatic Parking Meter is the 
world's most economical. 


And with this lower cost, the motor- 


ing public gets the advantages of the 


* Alfco Twin bumper-to-bumper park- 


ing plan, which affords ample space 
to enter and leave parking areas. City 
after city has adopted this model 
plan for modern parking control. 


Write today for fully illustrated free 


literature—with no obligation. 


Models available to suit your needs. 


® This mark identifies products of American- 


LaFrance-Foamite Corp. 
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With 56 motorcycles in service, Newark, N. J., adds 


10 MORE HARLEY-DAVIDSONS! 
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Shown above are some of “Newark’s finest.” Left to right: Sgt. James Henderson, Patrolmen Harold Volz, James Reilly, Charles Matthews, 
John Connell, George Fuller, John Madaras, Bernard Otto, Don Saporito, Morris Robbins, John Sparks, John Carolan, Edward McNish. 





Rapid increase in traffic calls 
for increased use of police motorcycles 


ITUATED in America’s most thickly popu- making Newark one of the best policed cities in 
lated region, Newark found traffic increasing the nation. Your city also, can benefit from the 
so greatly during the year that a major expan- use of more Harley-Davidsons. These big, power- 
sion of police facilities was necessary. And as ful motorcycles are built especially for police 
many other cities have done when accident rates work. Great maneuverability, high acceleration, 
had to be kept down and traffic control tighten- road-hugging stability, oil-cushioned riding ease, 
ed, Newark turned again to Harley-Davidson effortless steering, 2-way radio, and other fea- ; 
Police Motorcycles. Adding 10 more to its fleet tures help the mounted officer do his duty more 
of 56 Harley-Davidsons, Newark became posses- effectively, conveniently and comfortably. Ask 
sor of one of the country’s finest motorcycle your dealer to call on you with complete infor- 
traffic squadrons. Today its excellent police force mation about the latest model Harley-Davidson 
is setting a fast pace in law enforcement and Police Motorcycles, Servi-cars and Sidecars. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR COMPANY, Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 


4 HARL IDSON = 


Le. <a MOTORCYCLES SERVI-CARS 
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to make your city 


e Compare your accident rate with that 
of other communities. 


& Receive monthly a packaged traffic 
safety education program. 


Know up-to-date methods of handling 
drunken drivers. 


A TRAFFIC SAFETY MEMBERSHIP in the National Safety 
Council will furnish answers to your questions. It will help you 
hold motor vehicle accidents at a minimum 

City and County Agencies . . . Police Depart- 
Motor Clubs, and Cheed 


Subscription 


ments, Chambers of Commerce, atic 


other roups: for annual dues of $25.00 per year, you can 


+ 


receive a wealth of information to help make your streets and ette ‘ 
highways safer Subscript # € Division News | 
‘ Subscriptior Court vis News L 
Magazine reports and consultation services bring you | ent 5 themes stutisice 


the latest educational, engineering, and enforcement material 
A variety of monthly public educational materials help keep 
your 


program up-to-date 


Chere is also an appropriate service for state govern 


ment unit Write for additional information | 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 


20 NORTH WACKER DR., CHICAGO 64, ILL. 


ANNUAL 
$25 PER 
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PUBLIC 
SAFETY 


sos MEU WEEN STOPS .... 


TAND on a chunk of cloud over the in- 

tersection of N.W. First and Robinson 
Streets in Oklahoma City and point your 
amera straight down; chances are you'll 
come up with a photo much like the cover 
of this issue of Pusiic Sarety. One thing 
is certain, though. When you come away 
from the capital city of the “Sooner” state, 
your feet will no longer be firmly planted 
in midair; they'll be right on the ground. 
For, after talking with and watching folks 
in this Southwest metropolis, you'll have a 
practical approach to traffic control and 
accident prevention that will more than 
likely prevent much cloud hopping. At least, 
that’s what happened to us. See Oklahoma 
City’s Magic Touch, page 10. 


* * * 


Some time back we wisecracked that sci 
ence, having successfully steamheated high- 
ways, electrically defrosted windshields and 
developed new methods of peeking around 
blind corners, would not rest content with 
the present status quo: rubber tires and con- 
crete highways. So what happens: Massa- 
chusetts and Virginia come up with rubber 
roads, and, naturally, so does Akron, Ohio. 
But they tell us that this is all old stuff, that 
rubber roads are decidedly old hat in the 
Netherlands and Belgium 

We're still waiting for test tube 
titan to knock on our door with a ready-mix 
tire which can be produced with a knock- 
down form and a bag of cement. That will 
make the cycle complete 

But while we are waiting for the motor 
ist’s Utopia, science still marches forward 
with plans to make traffic control and acci 


some 


dent prevention authorities’ nights more 
hideous, as witness this gem culled from 
Automobile Facets. 

“Coin meters now are going on instru 


ment panels of used cars in some cities so 
purchasers can pay as they drive 
national magazine. 

‘After making your down payment, you 
must put a quarter in the slot before the 
ignition can be turned on. A_ warning 
buzzer sounds when another quarter is due 
You have five which to 
another coin, before the ignition switches off 

“Six quarters a day for two years will pay 
off a $1,000 balance 

It might be wise to include a coin changer 
such as the transit men wear with each edi 
tion of 1950's 


reports a 


miles in insert 


on the car 


slot machine jalloppy 
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Modern mercury vapor lighting high 
lights hazards and helps cut pedestrian 
toll. Night view of principal business 
district points up advantage of well-lit 
streets. An added 35 miles of arterial 
streets are being converted to this type 
of lighting. Below: Author Goodwin, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter of the 


Atlanta Journal. 





AT TRAFFIC DEATH! 


| peyeesaa MITCHELL, author 
I of “Gone With the Wind,” was 
1949's most tamous trafhic victim 

She was killed by a speeding auto 
mobile while crossing the street het 
popular book has made known around 
the world——-Peachtree Street—in her 
home town of Atlanta, Georgia 

Ironically, Atlanta in the last two 
years has done as much as any other 
city in America to meet her traffic 
problems and their inevitable by-prod 
ucts of lost time dollars 
wrecked lives and death 

Like other cities Atlanta, with a 
rapidly expanding metropolitan popu 
lation of slightly more than half a 
million, has felt her traffic headaches 
multiply since V-J day. Cordon counts 
show the number of vehicles entering 
Atlanta’s downtown section on a typt 


wasted 


George Goodwin, the author of this 
piece, was named Pulitzer Prize Award 
winner for local reporting in 1948, based 
on his expose of Telfair County (Ga.) 
voting frauds. He was also given the 
Sigma Delta Chi award for general report 
ing in that same year. His knowledge of 
the civic and political scene in the capital 
city of the State of Georgia, coupled with 
a lively interest in traffic safety, was the 
touchstone that prompted him to tell the 
story of how “Atlanta Strikes Back at 
Traffic Death.” 
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cal business day increased 7,500 in the 
six years between 1941 and 1947. A 
similar count in 1948 showed an in 
crease of nearly 12,000 in just 12 
months 

Comparison with other cities finds 
the typical trate snarl further compli 
ated in Atlanta by a peculiar street 
pattern marked 


by many jogs and dead ends. There 


with winding streets 


Typical of the private 
enterprise that built 
off-street parking fa 
cilities for 3,200 cars, 
is Rich’s downtown 
parking garage, opened 
in August, 1949. This 
facility is unique in 
that it is built over a 
railroad, with access 
from the railroad via 
duct 


are mumerous five-way intersections 
streets seldom meet each 


There are no 


and major 
other at right 
alleys; so, loading and unloading op 
handled at 


l 
angies 


erations have to be the 


urb, The city was not planned. At 
lanta’s main streets were laid out lit 
erally along Indian trails and cow 
paths 


Next P. 








Add to this street maze 
inder-manned 


inadequat 
fl -street | arking in 
police trafh 
trathc-signal system and an ancient 


department, an obsolet« 


train ode, and you have a motorist’s 


nightmare 


Fate stepped in to help Atlanta 
however, when one of her leading 
tizens, Robert R 


itomobile finance company, got 
I 
iin the Detroit tratt 


Snodgrass, owner 

ontrol 

ident prevention program, vis 
the motor city spent two 
over with 

next six months try 

e Detroit a 


cis 


nore } tc 
pproa h 


‘ 


tratty proble ms had 


mace hairman of — the 
Atlanta m of Commerce com 
mittee t ind safety He was 
ivi responsibilities 
the ideal of safety 

hurting his b 

' 


ompany woul 


itizens 1 voted some $1 7 OOO 
worth of | tratty improvement 
With this money 
té 


ind federal funds, a forty 


pl Is gener 


million-dollar expressway progra 


phway projects wer 


main thoroughtares 


scheduled tor 


The program Was 


completion in 1952 at 


i total cost of some $5,000,000 


Parking lot operators had _ set up 
their own organization in an effort to 
provide additional off-street parking, 
and to fight any suggestion of a Pp ibli 


parking authority 


The city’s two newspapers were 
tolls, carrying 


need for 


printing weekly trathe 
special articles to show the 
trathc relief and begging for some co 


ordinated approach to traffic problems 


Snodgress set out to sell his friends 
on safety. He had a new approach 
illed for $20,000 or more 
the best efforts of about 

s top business and pro 
fessional men. In the tall of 1947 
he talked W E. Mitchell, recently 
retired president of the Georgia Power 
Company, into accepting the presi 
dency of the then new organization 
The Greater Atlanta Trafhc Improve 
while Robert B 


in experienced organization 
H 


ment Association 
Leopold 
executive and former staff 
the National Safety Council 


full-time executive director 
Directors of the association were 


actual workers, not just names on the 


letterhead. Five were 
chants The 
two bankers 


ittorneys 


promine nt 


} 
insurance man in edu 


phone company officials 
} 


highway patrol bead, the 
resident the tr Insp 


ot the 
ntract il ling ltor | b 
ontractor, a leading reaitor and a bot 


tling company president 


power company, a highway 


Approximately 50 other leading 


citizens were enrolled and pitched in 


on various phases of the overall ap 


proach 


The manager of one of the South's 
oldest automobile dealerships took over 
the finance 

th len) 1D headed 
neer of the telephone company 1eaded 


division. The chief engi 


the engineering division with its com 
mittees on trathc flow, signs and sig 
nals, pedestrians, parking, and street 
lighting 

ttorneys headed the legislation di 


} 


vision and the comm: 


rewrite the entire city traffic code 


I'wo public relations men were put 
education division 
functioning under which were a child 


in charge of the 


education committee, an adult educa 
tion enforcement committee, a pro 
motion committee, and an annual area 
trath conference attended by 
than 600 representatives of the area’s 


more 


ivic, church, service, and other or 
vanizations 
1, 1948, The Greater 


Improvement Associa 


By January 
Atlanta Trath 
tion was in business—in the busingss 
yf saving lives. ' 

From its first meeting the new 
group had the full support of Atlan, 
ta's political leaders. As a christening 
present they tossed the Association the 


To Page 38 
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‘Pon My Wor 


ee 6 ON my word, Governor’ may 
just be an expression to some, 
but in a dozen or more states through 
out the nation it represents a pact 
between the chief executive of that 
state and his son or daughter. In 
these particular instances, the title of 
Governor and the endearment, “Dad 
mean exactly the same thing 

Of course this just pleases the Inter 
Industry Highway Safety Committee 
like all get-out. And it naturally 
would for the pact that has hit the 
governor §s mansion tn a score of states 
is their very own ‘Man-to-Man,” of 
Dad-to-Daughter’’ agreement 

PuBLIC SAFETY has covered the 
origin and development of the “Man 
to-Man” agreement in past issues but 
has not had so much to say about the 
Dad to Daughter agreement, a pact 
similar to the former, differing only 
is to sex. However, when the gover 
nor of a state executes such a contract 
with either his son or daughter, it ts 
news. When a dozen or more follow 
suit, it shows a trend toward accept 
ince of personal responsibility for safe 


driving at the topmost official les 


Certainly, the governors of our 48 





Governor Earl Warren of California and 
his daughter, Dorothy, sign a “Dad-to 
Daughter” agreement to launch Northern 
California Inter-Industry Highway Safety 
Committee's good driver program 
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Governor / 


states have a vital stake in any pro 
gram that will help promote safety on 
the highway. Their ready acceptance 
of their personal, family responsi 
bilities as indicated by their response 
in the Inter-Industry Highway Safety 
Committee's safe driving agreements 
for getting the family car more often, 
show a healthy attitude in high places 


The good driver agreement program 
is going over in John Q. Public's 
home life too. A close working liaison 
between automotive dealers at the lo 
cal level is producing results on the 
Robert Young radio program, ‘Father 
Knows Best,”’ aired via 154 NBC out 
lets throughout the nation each week. 


The local dealer buys or arranges 


for a spot announcement following 
the network show, calls for public 
support in the formation of the Good 
Driving Clubs, cites local statistics to 
point up the seriousness of the trafhi 
accident situation, and gives a plug 
for the local coordinating agency and 
for the show over the local outlet the 
following Thursday evening at 8:30 
EST, translating that into local time 


Final tie-in for full local exploita 
tion by the local groups promoting the 
good driver agreements is the signing 
up of the Mayor of the City or other 
top local official with his son or 
daughter as the case may be This 
local leadership is given a barrage of 
kick-off publi ity and the local promo 
tion is going over with a bang 


The local spot following the broad 
ist is used for follow releases, and 
other spots plug the importance of 
signing good driving agreements, by 


means of which sons and daughters 
igree on their honor to abide by eight 
good driving rules in exchange for 
ise of the family car. The agreement 
forms are offered via local sponsors 

Jingles on safe driving help plug 
the club and the teen- 


1 Troup seem 
to go for these most. (¢ 


re such typ! 
] } | 1 emp 
ii Of the kind emf 
Do you agree “Father Knows Be 


Why not put hin / 


If he agrees, you're headed right 


x 


J : p \ EP 
But watch out for that trafic light: 


Che program is sponsored by NADA 
in cooperation with the National 
Committee for Trafhce Safety. Civic, 
business and service organizations 
have joined in to help put the pro 
gram over and in most every com 
nunity, the local safety council backs 
the plan to the hilt. School officials 
and parent-teacher groups tie it in 
with driver education programs 


The scant experience to date has 
shown that such a tie-in spurs volun 
tary participation in extension of 
driver education classes by the students 
themselves. Like most youngsters, 
they would like permission to use the 
family car; traditionally, run smack 
into family opposition or the insur 
ance companies 


Since the agreement itself was de 
veloped by a Michigan insurance com 
pany to reduce the hazards attending 
use of the family car by junior mem 
bers of the family, most auto insurance 


firms are openly advo ating adoption 
of the agreement and extension of 
driver education to implement it 





Governor Garvey of Arizona and his son, 
Dan E. Garvey, Jr., set an example for 
the state's “Protect Our Child Life” pro 
gram by signing “Man-to-Man” agree 
ment to promote better driving 





By 
Gen. J. A. Anderson 
and 


Col. C. W. Woodson, Jr. 


ment involve more than the construc 
tion and maintenance of roads with 
their signals and other appurtenances. 
They enter the educational field via 
various media of public information 
ind are of assistance to our police in 
enforcing load limits, as permanent 
weighing stations are manned by 
Highway Department personnel 

Now a trooper, who spends most 
of his working hours patrolling, is 
far more of a trafhe engineer than 

layman with an interest in safety 
promotion and his opportunities of 
observing the practical operation of 


s State Highway Con 
Wo ‘ s Superinten 
W. Woodson, Jr., superintendent of Virginia State Police (left); George | e oa Phanordifedces ; ie a 
Gsrotz, National Safety Council field representative; and, Gen, James A. Anderson, t } ia + Highway rtment in 1941 

h, ' » F 
commissioner, Virginia Department of Highways (right) at recent liaison meeting : 1 1 of fa a Military 
e which he re 
gineering. He received 

durin 


of trathe control and Virginia believes in a high degree 
vention must always of liaison between departments and 


the sound tripod of the within departments. It ts a sound be State militia. Ger t 
, , j the American Assoc of Highway 
engineeting, enforcement ief, grounded in mutual trust and Officials and the . » Societe f Civil 
mutually accepted responsibilities Engir 
Ce Polytechni 
State Police 


s state agen The main duties of our State Police tags 
with one or more der Virginia law, can be expressed is a n 193 ae Major 


the complexity of the briefly as “the promotion of trafh 
forces a certain amount safety Chis is done by applying the 


No agen d three E’s. although engineering is 


onfined to the regulation of auto 
While satety devices notor vehicle 
ispection and the study of acciden 


trequency at various locations 


The duties of our Highway De part 





Liaison between Virginia departments charged with keeping 
state highways safe is illustrated in scene above 


the Highway Department's physical 


installations are legion. This observa 
tion is done with almost a_ profes 
trooper 
also is an excellent potential for fur 
therance of the Department's public 


information progran 


1 } 1 j 
sional background and the 
| 


As the trooper, with this awareness 
of road problems, is in daily contact 
with the driving and walking publi 
ind has more than a working idea 
is to ways and means, the Highway 
Department feels his advice and par 
ticipation to be invaluable. In turn 
the engineer can be of great benefit 
to the trooper's work through the pro 
fessional correcting of hazards and the 
planning 
nanner 


yf construction in such a 
is to ~pproach more nearly 
the essential needs of each 

Briefly, each 
inderstanding and 


other and 


needs the assistance 
abilities of the 
Virginia has taken steps 
to see that each has it to the greatest 
degree possible 

In what is believed to be the first 
organized program in the 


nation to 
bring highway engineering and en 
forcement agencies into closer liaison 
joint committees from the two agen 
ies are holding regular meetings to 


Public Satety for April, 1950 





Resident 


iron out problems of mutual interest 
These meetings are held in the various 


livisions of the Commonwealth and 
ack problems on the local level 





However, a recent session in Rich 
mond saw key personnel gather from 
both agencies to further the overall 
program and these meetings will be 
repe ited from time to time 

Emphasis was placed upon the de 
velopment of effective practical means 


r 


« 





engineer of Virginia Department of nen and State 
Trooper discuss placing of signs on seconc 


ary road 


whereby the two agencies might co 
operate to achieve 
satety for 


greater highway 
There was no 
degeneration into hysterical argument 


Virginia 
nor backslapping. Discussion was in 
telligent and frank with relations so 
harmonious that representatives felt 
perfectly free to speak their minds 
Respect, each for the other, was taken 
for granted 


To Page 


Virginia State troopers in new uniforms adopted February | 








SP ee 
we es 
ott. 


ne 


s 





that the nations head 
escape from an Okla 


leopard; a jungle-born 


lays terrorized the South 


screamed LEOPARD 


STALKS OKLAHOMA CITY STREETS; ARMED 
HUNT And all America 


POSSE IN STATEWIDI 


ol 


; 


i jungle beast at large 
i the big cat had 
And on the morning 
vht its breath, came 


the veterinarian stated 


Leland Vance, business 
and production man 
ager of the Oklahoma 
Publishing Company, 
is president of the 
Oklahoma City Safety 
Council, and a fireball, 
who sparks the entire 
community safety or 
ganization 


je Langoee® 
city OM, 
—_ 


By Frank Davin 


Mayor Street, at left below, is a civic dynamo who gets 
things done. He keeps official side of safety pepped up 
and on their toes departmentalwise. With him at micro 
phone is Larry Cotton, Oklahoma City radio announcer 
and former singing star of the Horace Heidt show. 


Public Safety for April, 195 ¢ 


rs 





I think that expert diagnosis was 
wrong! I know what happened to 
that big cat, for the same thing hap 
pened to me, not a fortnight before 
the leopard fled his cage. And it hap 
pened to me in Oklahoma City, too 
The leopard died of sheer lonesome 
ness for the jungle! He died—if you 
will—from civilization at its best 

He found that escape from the zoo 
might result in freedom, but I have 

hunch that realization came to that 
cat that freedom was not all beer and 
skittles; that it involved responsibili 
ties. And, I'm not saying, mind you 
that he could have settled down in 
Oklahoma City as a regular citizen 
But you can bet your boots that, if he 
did, he would be expected to accept 
his responsibilities 
leopard 

The big cat just ran afoul of Okla 
homa City’s magic touch! 


leopard or no 


Now this may sound a little far 
fetched, but it doesn’t take too much 
imagination to picture that jungle 
bred beast, pacing his narrow cell and 
dreaming of a life in the city jungle, 
where, he would have reason to be 
lieve, the law of the jungle held sway 

Instead of a metropolitan jungle, 
the poor leopard ran smack into a com 
munity where life and property are 


Bruce Palmer, newscaster, heard by a huge 
audience daily, says a word for safety 
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J. J. Bernard, left, KOMA’s general 
manager, also serves on board of 
trustees of the Oklahoma State 
Safety Council. At right 
go up for apprehension of hit-and 


Rewards 


run killer of elderly pedestrian 
Police and citizenry track down such 
violators ruthlessly. Below 


past 14 years, the Times’ Bob Mc 


For the 





Millin has been writing traffic news, 
promoting better traffic control and 
accident prevention for his town 


egarded highly; into folks who regard 

other folks as mighty important peo 
ple; into a life where the citizenry are 
law-abiding, happily civilized and 
loaded with civic consciousness 


Believe it or not, it’s probably what 
happened 

The leopard never found out how 
Oklahoma Cityans got that way; he 
just gave up the ghost. I set out to 
find what made them that way, and 
found a hundred reasons. But the 
thing that keeps them that way, I call 
Oklahoma City’s magic touch involv 
ing leadership, press i and radio 


The magic ingredients that top off 
Oklahoma City’s excellent accident 
prevention program may seem neither 
new nor startling. It's the combination 
that makes them work, magically 


Like people the world over, Okla 
homa Cityans listen to their favorite 
news commentator or radio program, 
read their favorite new Spaper and turn 
to their favorite columnist. Their press 
and radio offer top metropolitan, na 
tional and world coverage 
events, coupled with the inside stuff 
on their own state that 
from the state capital 


on news and 


an only come 


But when just about every 
caster and popular radio 
newspaper editor and columnist ties 
a safety angle into the very warp and 


news 


program 


personalized, inti 


woof of his story 
mate touches that cannot be drafted on 
ganizational planning board 

ultimate approach in 


That's the story in 


any of 
you've got the 
safety education 
Oklahoma City. 
What do they do Take Bob 
Millin, feature writer for the Ok/a 
homa City Time He's been writing 
trathic news for the past 14 years, 
knows the town like the back of his 
hand. He's tickled pink when some 
thing good happens in his town that 
Don't think for a minute 
control and accident pre 
space from him 
an Oklahoma 
City brand, or are endorsed by some 


he can plug 
that traf 
vention programs rate 


just because they wear 


one who believes he’s got a civic “in 


The payoff's in the editorial wood 
shed for such as these. For Bob Mc 
Millin thinks like this. These are his 
own words: ‘“To me, safety isn’t ab 
stract. It's something that should be 
close to everyone young and old. Con 
trary to some opinion tratnc safety can 
be served to the public every day with 
out making them gag. It isn't easy 
and it can't be done unless the news 
paper and radio people believe in it 
People will read and listen, if you 
jon't try and stuff it down their throats 
without kissing them first 

Next Pape 


Dan Hollingsworth, at left below, talks 
over safety with Bob Latting, of KOCY 





Never try to 
fool the public 
Tell them the 
truth about what 
is happenjng in 
their community 
and let the chips 
fall where they 
may. If you have 
i bad 


tell them so. Tell 


situation 
Jody Worth 


why and what they can do to remedy 


ike a professional salety 


manager! but Bob has turned 


that ulosophy into sads of news 


written over the past decade and 


vonce crying in the 
d Vance 


tion manager for both 


busine SS 


City me Wspapers, 15 vitally 

{1 with the welfare of his fel 
wost cn 
point hs 
he scrve 
Oklahoma 
Satety Coun 
presi 
ibout 


i 
him > | 
= Mark Weaver 


find themselves signed 


orking for the suse of 


Wheatland, Okla. onc 
er twisted the dials of his 
straight 
ind stepped down on the gas 


fo VYsuU kilocycles 


speedometer spun past the 
The driver, an oilman 
road ahead casually. His 
her seat uneasily. They 
to the news, thinking 
thoughts. The news 
ne through giving the 
sign-off That's the 
Oklahoma. This 


sp iking for Phillips 


KOCY's Joho Steele and Wishard Lemons 


and remember trends careful driving 
makes you a good insurance risk but 
reckless driving can make you just an 


insurance statistic. Good night 


Doesn't sound like much and we 
lon't know its effect on the thousands 
who listened. But out on the pike 
the oilman shifted guiltily in his seat 
and his foot came off the gas pedal 
The speedometer quivered at 45 all the 
way into their destination— Union City. 
Bruce Palmer turned away from the 
WKY mike, where for the fourth year 
he has included a tag line to his news 
ast with a safety twist. Ask that 
oilman’s wife who her favorite news 
aster is. You know who it is as well 
is I and his initials are B. P 


Accidents just don’t happen, they 
ure caused, And, you can be sure 
that accident prevention doesn’t just 
happen either. It must be sparked and 
inspired and lived with round-the 
lock, the way folks in the capital city 
of the “Sooner” state do every day 


The kindergarten kids and the teen 
agers have their favorites in radio and 
r-V, and all of them give out with 
their own personalized brand of safety 
news, mugged-up to the hilt, perhaps, 
but listenable, likeable and never trite 
And you just can't listen to a local 
news broadcast without getting some 
safety news along with a recounting of 
the day's events 


Take the program, “Games for 
Fun,” on KTOW. The tiny tots listen 
wide-eyed and open-mouthed to Elea 
nor Kouri, the “Sally” of the show, 
ind she signs them up left and right 
for membership in her ABC club. 
Nearly 1,000 little Oklahoma Cityans 
have pledged themselves as members 
to play sate This ts old stuff in radio 
The new twist is that all the adult 
population in town seem to be making 
it their business to see that the kids 
keep their word 


Bill Bryan, KTOW’s program di 
rector, is an active worker in safety 
with the State Juntor Chamber of 
Commerce. Bill keeps safety pro 
grammed over KTOW and makes it 
interesting stuff 

KOMA is Columbia Broadcasting 
System's powerhouse outlet in Okla 
homa City. J. J. Bernard, general 
manager, ts a member of the board of 
trustees of the Oklahoma Safety Coun 
il. He's just as interested in safety 
locally. Small wonder then that last 
vear KOMA walked off with the 
Alfred P. Sloan award for outstanding 
public service in the cause of safety 


The KOMA slant on including 
satety in their program presentation 


extends all the 
way down the 
line. Bob East 
man, news com 
mentator and pro 
manager 
for the station 
sees to it that 
it stays that way 
Bob hails from 
Evanston, IIl., and 
in his 
vehicle accident in which his mother 
was slightly injured. Despite the 
minor injuries suffered, the horror of 
the accident itself gave 


gram 


Bob Eastman 


teens witnessed a motor 


young Bob 
accidents. He 
still pitches it that way and it's effe 


the jim-jams on trath 


tive 


Ben Holmes, another KOMA news 
caster plugs trafhc safety in his edito 
rial type news programs. About all 
the Oklahoma City Safety Council does 

ae keep him in 
formed as to the 
very latest news 
in the safety field 
Ben does all the 
rest in his own 
way 
Allen 
jockey 
with a teen-age 
following that 
Sinatra might 
well be jealous of. Tommy's show 
aired via KOMA for two hours daily, 
Monday Friday, gives out 
with a special brand of traffic safety 
promotion all his own 


Tommy 


is a. disc 


Ben Holmes 


through 


Allen originated a 
for his listeners. He has a special 
membership card imprinted with a 
Driver's Creed” for all 
listeners who pledge to operate their 
own or the family car in line with its 
principles. Tommy signs the cards on 
one line, the members on the other. 
It is paying off both as a radio and 
traffic safety promotion 


Courtesy Club’ 


Defensive 
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Eleanor Kouri, KTOW’s “Sally 





Studebaker Heads 


VATIOVAL COUMITTER FOR TRAFEIC SAFETY 


pD* JOHN W. STUDEBAKER, 
vice president and chairman of 
the board of Scholastic Magazine and 
former U. S. commissioner of educa 
cation, was elected chairman of the 
National Committee for Traffic Safety, 
at the annual meeting of that organiza 
tion, March 9 

Dr. Studebaker succeeds Harold P 
Jackson to the top trafl post. Mr 
Jackson ts president of the Bankers 
Indemnity Insurance Company 


Other officers elected include: Lew 


E. Wallace, assistant to the president, Highway Safety Council; John Rost- Twenty-four organization represent 
National Safety Council, as vice chair meyer, executive secretary of the Bal- atives were elected to the Executive i 
man; Mrs. George Jaqua, General timore Safety Council; and Burton Committee for the next year, includ 3 
Federation of Women's Clubs, vice W. Marsh, American Automobile As ing: Burton W. Marsh, American Au t 
chairman: and Paul H. Blaisdell, re sociation. tomobile Association: Merwyn Kraft, i 
elected executive director Dr. Clarence C. Little, director of American Transit Association; Lacey : 
A fast-moving program heard re the Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial Labo V. Murrow, Association of American 3 
ports from the executive director and ratory, Bar Harbor, Me., and former Railroads; Julien H. Harvey, Associa : 
the following standing committees president of the University of Michi tion of Casualty and Surety Com 
National Committee for Traffic Train- gan, was the principal luncheon speak panies; Joseph C. Stennett, National 
ing by Chairman Norman Damon; er. Dr. Little outlined the human fac Association of Automotive Mutual In 
Membership Committee by Chairman tors which make necessary the weeding surance Companies; John G. Mayer 
Merwyn Kraft: Advisory Committee out of unfit drivers, and prevent fit National Association of Insurance 
by Chairman John G. Mayer; Finance drivers from slipping over into an Agents; William J. Simon, National 
Committee by Chairman Julien H unfavorable classtfication Highway Users Conference; G. D 
Sontheimer, American Trucking Asso 
iations, Inc.; Alfred Cantwell, Amer 
ican National Red Cross; Fred Rosse ; 
land, Association of Safety Council p 





Harvey; and Executive Committee by 
Chairman Harold P. Jackson 


A panel discussion, ‘Is the public 
really interested in traffic safety?” had 
Sidney J. Williams, assistant to the 
president of the National Safety Coun 
cil, as moderator. Participants in 
cluded Rudolph King, registrar of 
motor vehicles, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and executive director 
of the President's Highway Safety 
Conference; William S. Foulis, or 
ganizational director of the Colorado 


He discussed traffic safety in terms 
of human relations and told of the re 
search being done in the Laboratory's 
present study on dogs in terms of 
greed, aggressiveness, shyness, ill tem 
per, friendliness, cooperation and 
other traits. Said Dr. Little, in dis 
ussing the parallel in the human 
factors: “Of much more general and 
reative appeal is the search for the 
nethods of origin, development and 
extension of the basic attitudes which 
make men unselfish, responstble and 


ooperative 


Through a change in the operating 
rules of the National Committee, the 
three immediate past-chairmen of the 
Committee are ex-officio members of 
the executive committee. For the next 
year this representation includes Har 
old P. Jackson of Newark, N. J.; W 
Earl Hall, of Mason City, Ia., and 
Kenneth Colman, of Seattle, Wash 


Executives; Norman Damon, Automo 
tive Safety Foundation; Wilbur Smith 
Institute of Traffic Engineers; Robert 
W. Eaves, National Commission on 
Safety Education; Donald Herrick 
American Public Works Association 
Franklin M. Kreml, International 
Association of Chiefs of Police; Ar 
thur Stringer, National Association of 
Broadcasters; Mrs. Fred Knight, Na 
tional Congress of Parents and Teach 
ers; Dr. Irma WHenderson-Smathers, 
National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs; Myles 
Standish, Outdoor Advertising Asso 
iation of’ America; Charles Ruzicka, 
American Bar Association; M. R 
Darlington, Jr., Inter-Industry High 


T ETE-A-TETE at the speakers’ table during the banquet of the National Committee way Safety Committee; Herbert ] 
for Traffic Safety. From left, in the photo above, are: Dr. Clarence C. Little, director Cache Cation tas Geta Di 
of the Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial Laboratory, Bar Harbor, Me., and formerly “~ wt enter for safety Education ; Dr 
president of both the University of Michigan and of Maine; Harold P. Jackson, W. W. Bauer, American Medical As 
president of the Bankers Indemnity Insurance Company, and retiring chairman of the sociation, and Capt. R. A. Cooke, 
NCTS; Robert Young, movie and radio star; and Mrs. George Jaqua, General peer’ Dicwamamee Pubiidieids i 
Federation of Women's Clubs, who was elected vice chairman of the National sUDEEICALY ENE WEPAPCE 5 CEMEICES 20ND 


Committee for Traffic Safety. ciation, 
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FLEET NEWS 


wijues. Some 


Business 


By Hallie Myers 


Safety Counselor, Indianapolis Railways, Inc., 





und General Chairman of the Transit Section, NS 








ckage, that can be handed from one 
the other with assurance of su 
Things that work for 


you will not always work for me be 


essful results 
iuse, either they are not suited to 
if property, or what is more likely, | 
um not given the technique for their 

cessful operation 

It seems, then, that one important 
piece of unfinished business is the pro 
vision of a guide to which you or 
your boss can turn to find out what ts 
safety pro 
gram lo the best of my knowledge 
you can't get such information from 
the American Transit Association nor 
from the National Safety Council, al 
though I hasten to add that you can 
get valuable 


needed for a successful 


from each of 
Neither body provides a serv 


assistance 
them 
ice to tell you what constitutes a com 
plete or adequate program nor how 
to proceed in setting it up 
Usually a company forming a new 
safety organization selects the man to 
head it (completely in the dark con 
cerning the qualifications required ) 
ind then sends him on a trip to two 
or three other properties to observe 
their safety program in operation 
Actually a safety program in operation 
is not like a machine in operation, 
ind you find very little to see. You 
must depend on what you hear. When 
you get back home, you remember as 
much as you can of what you saw and 
heard, then sort out the things you like 
ind piece together a program which 
you try to sell to the After he 
sorts out what doesn't appeal to him, 
very often have a rather slender 
This method has resulted 
in a wide variety of programs which 
like Topsy, just grew 


program 


There must be a better way than 
this. I think it is high time that some- 


ATA, the National Safety 
Counal, or preferably both working 
together a working manual 
setting forth in one volume the fol 


one —the 


got out 


lowing 
1. What organizational setup is re 
} 


quired to do an adequate job on prop 
erties Of various sizes 
A detailed statement of activities that 
are fundamental 
Some approximations of the « 
such programs 
A sound plan of action that can rea 
sonably be expected to produce good 
results 
A list of aids available for use 
A compendium of ideas that 
been tested and proven to 
value on various properties 

Along with this should be provided 
a service whereby once each year, 
through a checklist sent the head of the 
company, the progress and efficiency 
of his company’s safety program and 
safety effort can be evaluated 


Such a proposal may seem visionary 
but it is not an uncommon thing in 
the engineering fields to have hand 
books or manuals describing in de 
tail, techniques and procedures. For 
example: the Trathc Engineer's Hand 
book, published by the Institute of 
Trathc Engineers 

Ample precedent for the annual 
checklist is the one now in use by the 
National Safety Council in evaluating 
the safety efforts of the cities and 
states for their annual contest. But 
over and above all possible uses for 
contest purposes, it gives the man at 
the top of the company a method of 
evaluating and determining from ac- 
cepted standards wherein his company 
is lagging in its effort 

Another bit of unfinished business 
is the task of convincing top manage- 
ment that safety is a responsibility of 


Public Safety for April, 1950 





management. Some months ago | 
brought this problem to the attention 
of the Executive Committee of the 
lransit Section, National Safety Coun 
cil, and appointed a committee with 
Arthur Naquin as chairman, to bring 
in a report on ‘How to Secure and 
Maintain Top Management Interest in 
lransit Safety. This committee did an 
excellent job. However, one of the 
objections to this report was that we 
should not presume to tell top manage 
ment what it should do. 


I want to take issue with that line of 
thought. In my opinion, any man in 
charge of a safety program for any 
property must, if he is to be effective, 
have guts enough to Spe ak out to the 
top management of his company. Of 
course, he must be tactful, and of 
course, he must be respectful, and he 
must accept as final any decisions made 
by his superiors, but how can they get 
all the facts unless he presents them 


In my opinion, the top management 
ot many companies does not show an 
active and continuing interest in safe 
ty. It is not enough that they set up 
a department and provide it with a 
budget. It is not enough that they 
read your monthly summaries and 
make comment, favorable or otherwise, 
on the progress made. It is not enough 
that they, on occasion, look in on a 
safety meeting that you are holding 
These things are important but 
ufiicient. 


lop management must be convinced, 
thoroughly and completely, that safety 
is a management responsibility and 
that, as such, those in authority are 
accountable for it. Within reasonable 
limitations, they can have as much 
safety as they want! 


Acceptance of this principle leads 
naturally to the realization that respon 
sibility goes with authority. You can't 
have responsibility without authority 
Since authority is delegated by top 
management in a direct line through 
the operating departments to the work 
ers, it follows that safety responsibility 
goes right along with it. The respons: 
bility for safety can no more fall on 
you as a staff officer than the responsi 
bility for production. You are re 
sponsible for devising and administer 
ing a program but not responsible for 
safety itself 


Every employee of your company is 
responsible for safety to the extent 
that he has authority to act or to con 
trol and direct the actions of others. 
Once this idea is fully accepted you 
will find the superintendent of trans 
portation, the superintendent of equip 
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ment, other department heads, their 
supervisors and foremen, being held to 
accountability for the safety of thet 
departments and groups 


But it begins at the very top. The 
man up there must realize that changes 
of routes affect accidents just as much 
as changing traffic volumes; that 
changes in fare collection methods can 
affect the accident picture as much as 
hanges in weather; that things which 
lead to bad employee relations 
changes in equipment; radical sched 
ule changes; and ineffective mainte 
nance practices can also lead to in 
creases in accidents; and finally, that 
bad public relations are almost iney 
itably reflected in accident statistics 
Almost every question he decides has 
a bearing on safety 

Obviously he is not going to keep 
you at his elbow to help him make 
his decisions nor is he going to seek 
your advice every time betore he makes 
them, but if he has been shown these 
things, he will be better able to 
make them correctly 


He must be led to realize that his 
department heads have a very dis 
tressing habit of concentrating on 
production, their primary job, some 
times to the exclusion of safety or the 
bypassing of it; that they can make 
or break any safety program by sup 
porting it Or ignoring it Very few 
department heads are antagonistic to 
satety programs, but unless reminded 
very frequently and forcibly from 
higher up, they will ignore them 
and this can be the kiss of death to any 
program. 

The top man must also know the 
power that example has in his organi 
zation. The emphasis that he puts on 
safety is, in the end, what the workers 
will put on it. If he rarely considers 
it, those under him will take their cue 
from him. Mankind is much the same 
everywhere and in all positions. If 
you know your boss is interested in 
something, you will be more alert in 
your performance along that line 
Transit operators and shop mechanics 
are no different; neither are super 
visors and department heads 

Who is the man to sell these ideas 
to the man at the top and to keep re 
minding him so that he won't forget ? 
You know who that man is. It ts 
the safety director, and until you safety 
men do it, you are not doing as good 
a job as you know how to do 

A third bit of unfinished business 
is to prevent our safety programs from 
sagging in the middle. Safety pro 
grams are much like people in that 


both have a tendency, after a few 
years, to sag in the middle and develop 
1 pot-belly. Practically everyone enters 
transit safety work just bubbling over 
with ideas to put across to the work 
ers. We spend much effort and time 
telling them to be safe, be careful, be 
autious, reduce speed, etc. Com 
mendable as these efforts are, they are 
effective only up to a certain point 
Sooner or later you reach the point 
where your hardest efforts along this 
line fail to show much in results. You 
begin to wonder what has happened 
If you will take your eyes off the men, 
you will probably find a big sag in 
the middle of your program. That old 
pot-belly is beginning to show 


D 


In going directly to the workers 
with your efforts you may have un 
msciously bypassed your lower level 
supervision Unless your company 1s 

very small one, you and your limited 
number of assistants cannot possibly 
get around to all the men. You need 
some help. You need several partners 
lhe most valuable help you can get ts 
this lower level supervision——foremen 
ind supervisors They are management, 
too, you know, and they have many 
things you don't have They have 
iuthority and you don’t They have 
daily contact with those under them 
and they are better acquainted with the 
workers and their problems than you 
can possibly be. They set the tasks for 
the men and they set the examples 
for them. No matter who makes the 
plans, fixes the policies or establishes 
the techniques, they are the ones who 
interpret them to the men. By failing 
to set the proper example, they can 
tear down faster than you can build 


Have you overlooked them and 
their power? There is a real need for 
more intensive work among super 
visory forces in nearly all organiza 
tions. Their wholehearted support will 
make your progam—any program 
successful. Let's get rid of the sag 
the middle 


A fourth bit of unfinished business 
concerns the man who does the work 
ind has the accidents. We have finally 
gotten down to him. He is the one 
we concentrate on most of the time 
We work on the theory, and an ap 
parently sound one, that in order to 
prevent accidents, we must concen 
trate on the group that has them. Bas 


aint necessary 


I well remember several years ago, 
while doing traffic engineering for 
the Indiana Highway Commission, 
we had a bad _ traffic congestion 


To Page 24 








Ah ights _— 


NE hundred and sixty-two traffic 

specialists attended the six 
courses offered at the Second Western 
Institute for Traffic Training which 
closed February 10 at the University 
of California at Los Angeles 

The Second Western Institute was 
sponsored jointly by the National 
Committee for Trathc Training and 
the Institute of Transportation and 
Traffic Engineering of the University 
of California. 

The enrollment of 162 was broken 
down as follows: Twenty-two were in 
the course on analysis and use of acct 
dent records, 49 in the fleet supervisor 
training course, 22 in the course o 
chemical tests to determine intoxica 
tion, 37 enrolled for peace officer trafh 
training, 9 in pedestrian protection 


Sidney J. Williams, assistant to the president, National Safety Council, checks points to 
and control and 23 in the course on 


be covered in Institute press seminar with B. R. Caldwell, deputy chief in charge of 
traffic, Los Angeles Police Department; Professor Harmet E. Davis, director, Institute public education for trafhc safety 
of Transportation & Traffic, University of California; and John W. Gibbons, director 


In addition to the Institute courses 
of public relations, Automotive Safety Foundation 


there was a one-day symposium for 
newspaper publishers and editors on 
The mission of the press in street 
ind highway safety 


Typical of the class enrollments at the 
Second Western Institute for Traffic Train 
ing, were these three groups: At left: a 
group from the course on Accident rec 
ords and their uses, David M. Baldwin, 
NSC, course director is at extreme right, 
front row. At left, below: Police course 
group gather on campus for class photo 
Directly below: Group from Public edu 
cation for traffic safety course. At extreme 
left is Mrs. Virginia Hackett, NSC, assist 
ant course director; at extreme right 
Barbara Pritchard, NSC Western Region 
office, San Francisco 
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Western Institute 


Sidney J. Williams, assistant to the 
president, National Safety Council, 
and technical consultant, the Presi 
dent's Highway Safety Conference, 
was moderator of the press seminar 

Participating in the symposium were 
the following representatives of the 
eight committees of the President's 
Highway Safety Conference: J. Allen 
Davis, general counsel, Automobile 
Club of Southern California; David 
M. Baldwin, director, NSC Trattc and 
Iransportation Division; Charles W 
Prisk, engineer, U. S. Bureau of Public 
Roads; Amos E. Neyhart, administra 
tive head, Institute of Public Safety 
Pennsylvania State College; Franklin 
M. Kreml, director, Northwestern 
University Traffic Institute; Louis R 
Morony, Uniform Laws Division, 
and John W. Gibbons, director of pub 
lic relations, both of the Automotive 
Safety Foundation; and Paul H. Blais 
dell, executive director, National Com 
mittee for Traffic Safety 

This imposing group of authorities 


furnished a cross-section of the best 


Pedestrian protection came in for special 
emphasis among West Coast enforcement 
agencies which sent record number of 
students to attend Institute. Below left, 
and upper right: Morris DeVol, AAA, 
course director, gives some hints on 
proper techniques in handling pedestrian 
traffic to an interested audience. At right, 
below: Fleet supervisors shown on the 
training field of the White Motor Com- 
pany. Course director Amos E. Neyhart, 
Institute of Public Safety, Pennsylvania 
State College, is shown kneeling on one 
knee, front row, second from right. 
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thinking in the nation on trathe acci 
dent prevention. They were co-authors 
of the Action Program developed by 
the President's Highway Safety Con 
ference, termed ‘the best knowledge 

the distilled experience of America 
in dealing with traffic.’ 

This “blue chip’’ panel made pos 
sible the presentation of a well 
rounded discussion of basic techniques 
in tackling traffic for the West Coast 
press covering eight phases dealing 
with traffic: laws and ordinances, ac 
cident records, engineering, education 
enforcement, motor vehicle administra 
tion, public information and_ public 
support 

Moderator Williams lauded Cali 
fornia and California cities for making 
progress in coping with problems af 


fecting street and highway safety. A 






















special pat on the back went to Los 
Angeles and San Francisco which led 
the trafhe safety parade among Cali 
fornia’s cities reducing the trathce toll 
35 or 40 per cent over the past two 
But, despite these 
progress, traffic still poses a most 
serious problem, Mr, Williams said 


years signs of 


He pointed out that, while ¢ alifor 
nia had reduced the number of its 
trattic deaths 19 per cent over the past 
four years, they still approximated 
1/10th of the national toll last year, 
costing California nearly 3,000 lives, 
100,000 injuries and 150 millions of 
dollars We may be able to explain 
it,”’ Mr. Williams stated. “We can 
never excuse it.’ 

The freeway system came in for 
some kind comment. Said Charles 
W. Prisk, ‘“The freeway system should 
cut the accident rate to about one 
third the rate on the conventional 
road system. Our highways—built 
for Model T travel—are breeding 
accidents. These outmoded roads are 
one of the great causes for the na 
tion’s accident rate.” 

The federal highway engineer was 
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ccconded promptly by Dean L. K. M 
Boelter, ot the UCLA school of engi 
ommented The free 


reheving the automobile 


tf the necessity of driving down the 
wt ith 
Franklit M Kreml acknowledged 
the tremendous progress ma le in en 
forcing traf aws but said much re 
uns to be done. Said Kreml: “En 


torcement in the rural areas and the 


mali town pr sents a preat prot lem 
Much of your lower ourt machinery 
§ antiquated and nee 1 complete 
wverha i 


| Allen Davis lost no time in sug 


gesting that a constitutional amend 
lent on court reorganization be in 
luded on tl next ballot, and that 
hemucal tests for intoxication be made 


Blaisdell reported that less 
California's 91 


than 


than one-third of 
lations of more 
oun ils He ul 


thie reation of such 


with popu 


10,000 have satety 





ouncils clive 
mimatte 


ind the us 


then 


work on them 


of state funds in financing 


~) 
ing Of trail accident records a 
ist ep ma lent prevention, He 
omted out however that records 
t telligentty imalyzed and 
sea they are 





presente 1 to the 
j 
| 





1 an vible manner, acct 
ts me make possibl. but 
r otfctal action in dealing 

with trath wcident prevention 
john W Gibbons appealed to th 
press and other media for greater 


trathe control and a 


ident prevention 


part tf ition in 
programs 

Amos E, Neyhart dealt 
Iekyll-Hyd 





with the 


haracter of the nation’s 


notorists Too many peopl express 
thei suppre ssed desires when they 
irive a car,’ Neyhart said. “They get 

Pp somehow. We have 





1 power com] x 


o build safety into people from. th 
radle to the grave 
Lo R. Morony suggested that 
Standards tor driver license examiner 
be raised and that they be given mor 
suthority \ motor law violator of 
record, who repeats offenses, should be 
ex he st idding that 
iw Mould Mak mandatory 
Mmccnhs t » ‘ | ror h i or or 
rr < MK arivi 


White Canes Blind 
lraftie 34 States 


A nationwide study of the severa 


for 
Law in 


ats perta 1 to the use of the white 
ine te te the blind in trathe u 





/HEN photographer Harold A 





darkroom of the Oakland Tribune, 


the instrument panel of the wrecked car. 


th several states of the 
been completed by O. E. Day 
State Council for the Blind 
ment of Welfare 


The study 


nation has 
chiet 
Depart 
reveals the following 


veneral facts 


The Lions International, ¢ 
state that the 
cane for the blind came to the 
public for the first 
City of Peoria, Ill at 
time in 1930, when the 
Peoria Lions Club, through the efforts 
President, Geo. N. Bonham 
presented white canes to the blind of 
that city 


MmcCavoO 
Illinois, idea of the 
white 
uttention of the 
time in the 


Christmas 


of its 


From that beginning the movement 
of presenting white canes to the blind 
for their safety in trafhc has not only 
grown to be a national movement, but 


international in its scope 


Being brought to the attention of 


other Lions Clubs throughout the State 


of Illinois it was adopted as a state 
movement and later brought before 
in International convention of Lions 


Toronto and there adopted as an 


international movement 


Since then thousands of white canes 


have been placed in the hands of 


America and 


blind persons throughout 
in many of the foreign countries. The 
for the 


longer than the average walking stick 


white cane blind is somewhat 


(Buck) 
San Francisco Bay Bridge approach ramp, he believed he had the usual picture 
of an accident-twisted burning car and the injured motorist on the highway 





Joseph left this accident scene at a 


In the 


Joseph found that a combination of flash-bulb, 
smoke and flames resulted in an eerie reproduction of a phantom 


death head” on 
The motorist died next day 





is if is used more as a Luide than 
support in walking The lower s 
inches is red 

In all major citi of the United 
states ordinances have been passed 
governing the use of the white can 
in trafic and many of the smaller 
ities have followed this excellent « 
imple 

As of Decen | 1949, the tol 
lowing 14 states did not have Whit 
Cane Acts for the protection of th 


Cx I 
Kentucky Pex 
Mississippi Vir 

New York West V 
North Dakot I n 
2) New Mex 


Motoreycle Club Breaks 
13-year Safety Record 
inlucky num 
ber for members of the American 
Motorcycle According to 


Thirteen” is not an 


Asso ration 


figures compiled by the main. oftice 
in Columbus, Ohio, A.M.A. riders 
broke a 13-year safety record during, 
1949 with an accident rate of .263' 
per 100,000 miles ‘ 


clubs numbered 1,036 


breaking 


Reporting 
j 768.9299 


overed 238 miles 


down to a figure of one accident per 


381,420 miles of travel 
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By Tom A. Burke 





AS of the middle of March, 70 safety councils and 
Chapters had enrolled under the new Conference 
Participation Plan. These include 52 leading Class “A 
chartered local councils and six Class “A” state organiza 
trons. 

Seven Class ““B” and four Class ““C’ councils had sent 
in their agreements by that date and 15 additional safety 
organizations had indicated favorable action gn the Plan 
It is expected that many more local council members will 
come in under the new Plan when their memberships 
expire 

One of tl 
through the wide acceptance of the Conference Plan ts 


e new and important services made possible 


the new Chapter Library, A standard safety library ts 
going out to all the Class “A” and “B” ¢ hapters so far 
enrolled. At least 40 of the completed libraries have 


been started on their way. Each library consists of more 
than 150 folders properly tabbed and classified, containing 
carefully selected, up-to-date materials with cross reference 
sheets as needed and with a complete index 


Dayton Safety Council Launches 
1950 Green Cross Drive 
More than 500 citizens of Dayton, representing the 
city’s industries, civic clubs, associations and official life 
attended the Annual Green Cross “kick-off’’ dinner on 
Monday evening, January 30. Don O. Wood, president 
of the Safety Council of the Dayton Chamber of Com 
merce, presided. Earl F. Campbell, director of NS¢ Field 


I] 
k Dayton is the first 


Organization was the main speaker 
of many councils and Chapter cities throughout the country 
to launch its 1950 Green Gross financial campaign. 

New Council Organized in New Orleans 

The New Orleans Metropolitan Safety Council ts being 
organized in the Louisiana city to conduct “public educa 
tional programs in all fields of safety.” The new organi 
zation is to be a Chapter of the National Safety Coun il 
The creation of the Council was authorized by city 
ordinance some time ago and the organizational machinery 
was set in motion by Safety Commissioner Bernard J 
McCloskey on January 31, when Tom A. Burke of the 
NSC Field Organization met with official leaders and the 
Citizens Traffic Safety Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Edward M. Rowley, local business man. At a second 
meeting held on February i, Oswald P. Villarubia 
president of the Delta Safety Society, was made temporary 
chairman of the new organization. An over-all program 
of safety educational effort will be the ultimate goal of 
the organization. Villarubia is well-known in the New 
Orleans area as a highly capable business executive and 
safety administrator 


Proposed Denver Chapter 
A Chapter of the National Safety Council has just been 
organized in Denver, Colo. At a meeting of leading 
citizens held in the office of Mayor Quigg Newton in early 
February, preliminary organizational plans were launched 
On March 2, 60 local leaders participated in a solicitation 
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Green Cross News 


Director of Local Safety Programs, Field Organization, National Safety Council 


Dayton Green Cross Kick-off 





Program headliners at the Dayton Safety Council's Green 
Cross kick-off program held the latter part of January were 
these six: Chairman Stumm; Earl F. Campbell, director, 
Field Organization, NSC; Don O. Wood, Dayton Safety 
Council president; H. $. Nonneman; Harry S. Malone, and 
Fred J. Hillgruber. 


impaign that resulted in procurement of more than 
$18,000 of a minimum budget of $25,000. The Chapter 
will have a full-time manager and staff to carry on a 
omplete program that will start with traffic and later will 
include industrial, home and school. Robert A. Pike of 
the Western Regional Office has been working with the 

il leaders 

Campbell Talks at Wilmington 

Earl F. Campbell, director of NSC Field Organization 
was the main speaker at the “Reorganization Dinner 
given on January 24 by Irenee du Pont of Wilmington 
to the members of the Delaware Safety Council. The 
banquet was held at Hotel du Pont in Wilmington 
Delaware's 30 years of planned safety drew high praise 
from Mr. Campbell. Mr. du Pont was the first chairman 
of the board of directors when the safety council was 
organized and still holds that position. L. du Pont Cope- 
land, vice-chairman of the board of directors of the Dela- 
ware Safety Council, presided at the colorful observance 
Campbell praised the Delaware Council’s Driver Training 
program in highest terms, stating that it had established 
a pattern for successful educational programs that could 
well be copied by the rest of the country. 


Council for Muncie 

First steps toward the organization of the Muncie (Ind.) 
Safety Council were taken at a meeting in that city on 
February 15th, when R. Brandon Marshall, director of 
the Hamilton (O.) Safety Council, spoke to a group of 
60 interested citizens. Public officials, educational leaders 
and representatives from industrial and mercantile organi 
To Page 27 
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George Burns and Gracie Allen's “Don't Be a Gracie” cam- 
paign and recordings were honored with the Council Award 
when Judge Roger Alton Pfaff (right) presented it to the 
famous couple on their own CBS network proggam. 


Fibber McGee and Molly had a few words with Robert A 
Jadk Benny and Mary Livingston, who contributed two safe Riddell, when the latter presented Safety's Award of Merit 
witter driving transcriptions, received their Council Award to them. You see, Mr. Riddell (left) is not only chairman 
from Earl Campbell (center), director of Field Organization of the Los Angeles Green Cross Campaign—he's also Col 
tor the National Safety Council lector of Internal Revenue for Los Angeles 


i bf 


. 


j 
~*~ 








Phil Harris and Alice Faye receive the National Safety 
Council’s Award of Merit from Judge Harry C. Westover 
(right), of the Greater Los Angeles Chapter. The presenta 
tion was made on Phil's NBC program 


— of Hollywood's brightest stars helped 
tJ make 1949 a banner year for safety on the 
atr. As members of the Motion Picture and Radio 
Committee of the National Safety Council, these 
artists contributed their services by making tran 
scribed satety announcements Of complete pro 
grams that were requested by more than a thou 
sand stations in the United States, its 
and Canada. 

Not only did the stars contribute their services 
but wherever the American Federation 
of Musicians, the American Federation of Radi 
Artists, the music composers and publishers and 
the recording companies also granted free 
their talents and materials 


territories 


necessary 


use of 


Dennis Day, whose recording for NSC of 
in the Life of Dennis Day” set a new 
transcriptions, accepted his Award from 
Bishop (left), president, Greater Los 


An Unsafe Day 
record for safety 
the hands of Jin 
Angeles Chapter 
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Lum ‘n’ Abner—Chester A. Lauck and Norris Goff—received 
their award when Joseph M. Kaplan, manager, Greater Los 
Angeles Chapter of the National Safety Council, appeared 
as a guest on their CBS program. L. to R.: Lum, Abner, 
Kaplan 


the National Safety 
s Award of Merit for Exceptional Serv 
» Safety met early in 1950 to vote the award 
e artists shown in the 


board of judges ot 


| 
li 


1c ompanying Pp! tures 


and 
is or her humanitarian interest in safety, 
Yearborn, president of the Council said 


he judges congratulate each every star 


Ned 


nong those receiving the award for 194‘ 
e to safety were Phil Harris and Alice Faye, 
ge Burns and Gracie Allen, Lum ’n’ Abner 
Benny and Mary Livingston, Bill Goodwin 
1is Day, and Fibber McGee and Molly. Sev 
of these artists accepted the award on their 


network shows 


Bill Goodwin (right), who originated the Council’s Motion 
Picture and Radio Committee served as its first chairman 
until January 1, 1950, received the NSC Award at the annual 
banquet of the Greater Los Angeles Chapter of the Council 
from Dave Showalter, executive secretary of the Committee 





COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS WILL MOVE 


NSC offices return to Michigan Boulevard with 


larger quarters in Mandel-Lear Building 


a National Safety Cou vead A more efficient, all-on-one staff health department rooms will be 
juarters will move me » te floor arrangement larger and better equipped. Steel stor 


Better transportation and dock age bins of standard design will per 
facilities mit more efficient handling of stock 
There will be a staff lounge, suitable 
for lunch periods, with a capacity of 
100 at formica top tables. The photo 
graph dark room is being equipped 
with new safety devices such as vacu 


A more flexible arrangement for 
future expansion 

The 60,000 square feet of space ts 

in increase of 50 per cent over the 

present offices. The remodeling oper 


um valves and safety lights. The 
ition will give the offices complet« 
I 


mechanical tabulating equipment ts 


fluorescent lighting, with at least 50 
cing expanded 


foot candles of light on each desk. A 
new ventilating system will supply the [The new offices have been taken on 
office with an adequate flow of cleaned 1 20 year lease at a substantial saving 
ut in rental 

Three conference rooms will be One distinct advantage of the new 
ivailable, so arranged that they can location is the availability of rail and 
truck transportation below the Michi 
gan Avenue street level. The Mandel 
Lear building has a remarkably fine 


be opened together to form a single 
room with a capacity of 75 persons 
This will provide three times the 
present space saahieces com ; ; 
present spa for meetings of con loading dock with very large capacity 
mittees, conferences and other groups 

of members The building is next door to the 
All ceilings in the office space will Tribune Tower, across the street from 
Lnild the Wrigley Building and across the 


be acoustically treated, and the 
river from the 333 Building. Service 


ing is sprinkler-protected. Channels 


; ot de srovided by bu 
in the floor permit changes in the to the door is provide . 


wiring system without the creation of Plans for the move have been made 
tripping hazards. Rubber and asphalt so as to minimize delays in serving 


tile will be used for all flooring the Council membership. There may 
Several Council facilities are bein » slight delays in handling corre 
roved at the time of the move. All spondence during the a tual moving 
| 
I 
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Operation Satefy on the Move 


ee ( (HECK your car. 


4 sweeping the country. 


Check accidents,” 


the Operation Safety theme for May, ?s 
Latest of the promotional props used to feature the 


program is shown above on the front wheels of a Detroit Police Department traffic 


patrol car 
“Drunk Drivers Go to Jail 


Inspector James Lupton, at right holding disc featuring Detroit's famed 
slogan, prepares for the May program. The discs shown 


remain stationary, even though the car wheels move. They are quite a novelty and 


are getting a play nationally 


— 
Liaison 
. Vi . . 
in irginia 
From Page 9 

Coop ration between two will 
extend, it was decided 4 signs 
and their placement, the reporting 
road conditions and emergen 
j 


munications, education tor 


safety, accident invest 
plans emergency transport 
equipment transferral 
no end to the possi] il 
sion 

After opening addre 
Burton Marye 
nyginecr presented 


thors 
A 

way Department proced 
Major w 


executive officer for the State 


ies which 


paralleled for the enforcement 
Other talks over 
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adevices in 


prone locations 


Li 


ind our Outdoor 
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question-and-answer period 


tions or 


followes 


} 


each talk with no restraint que 
1 


omments 
the gatl 
ike roundtab 


W. L. Groth 


gin Questions asked 


1 
le 
tuumely 


othcials raised the question 


whether it would | idvisabl. 
along the highways 
warning trucks that the law required 


OO yard intervals. Highway officials 


rla ¢ Signs 


enforcement 
matter and an unnecessary burden on 
the H 
the sign-reading publi 
Poli C 
opinion that the Highway Department 
Men Working” signs. They 


misused 
were hard to read and often 


thought this to be an 
ighway Department as well as 


officials also were of the 


too far down the road from wh 
working. The matter 
will be given consideration 


De} arti 


the men were 


The Highway 


Irves 

iorsement of 

that thes 

rete! ined by 
Indicator 

The subject of 
onsidered with the 
ment reporting that 
yreat number wert 


that prel 


I iminary 


they were not very desirable. The 
placing of “Walk Left Facing Trathc 
signs on all sign posts was discussed 
and both agencies agreed that this 
legend should be pla ed on the face 
yn rather than the rear since 


ot the sig 
the rear is visible only to the man 
ready walking legally 
And so it we Perfect harmony 
was achieved 1 all present wer 
pleasantly ! learn how 
much helpful inform n could b 
icquired from tl ) of work 
a kinds 
a short closing address, George 
Grotz of the National Safety Coun 
1 that Virginia had in 
this endeavor nationally and 
respons¢ by sister 
Commonwealth's lead 


Yale Offers 10 Traffic 
Engineering Fellowships 
Applications for ten graduate fel 
Trathce En 
gineering are now being received by 
the Bureau of Highway Trafhce at 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn 


Bureau Director Theodore M. Matson 
] 


lowships for the study of 


has announces 
The fellowships are for study dur 
1950-51 


g the year Closing dat 


for applications is June 1. 
Nine of the ten Graduate 
ships are made available each year 
through a grant from the Automotive 
Safety Foundation and the tenth was 
established by the American Transit 
Each of the Fellowships 
provides approximately $1,400 to 
over living expenses and tuition for 


Fellow 


Association 


one ycar 


lividual research projects 


as well as a stipend for in 


The awards are open to men who 
have been granted a degree in some 


branch of engineering from an a 


credited college. Preterence will be 


given those now employed in street 


ind highway engineering 
The curriculum for the coming year 
High 


Highway 
Design 


includes the following courses 

way Trafhc Characteristics 
Regulations, Trafh 

raffic Planning, Traff 
1d Practical Trafh 


tion, each student 1s required 


Administra 
Proble ms. 


sort based on research, 
his capacity for ad 
esents a contri 


in highway 


for Fellowship ap 
information 
by writing to the 
of Highway Traftx 
Strathcona Hall, Yale l niversity, New 
Haven 11, Conn 


idditional 
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Some Unfinished Business 


From Page 15 


oroblem at an intersection near Gary, 
lotions where two busy highways 
converged to enter Chicago. After 
spending several weeks helping devise 
a system of channelizing islands com 
plete with flasher signals and stop 
signs, I discovered that while my prob 
lem was there, the solution to it lay at 
a trafic signal in the city of Chicago 
When that signal was red on busy days 
it stopped trafhe at the east edge of 
Gary, 20 miles away. Since then | 
have found many problems which we 
were attacking from the wrong end— 
just as many planners, today, are cam- 
paigning for wider streets to get more 
vehicles to the center of our cities in 
stead of starting at the center to elim 
inate the congestion 

In working on our Operators and 
shop employees it ts possible for us to 
lean too heavily on some of our tools 
such as selection and training. We 
have permitted ourselves to expect 
more from these two excellent aids 
than we will ever receive. There is 
no discounting the fact that a good 
selection program will keep us from 
hiring some pretty bad operators. Cer 
tainly every man thus selected should 
receive the best training we can pos 
sibly give him. These things are es 
sential but they are not the complete 
inswer to our problems, nor even half 
of it 

Selection programs eliminate some 
men who seem predestined to fail, but 
they do not guarantee that you will 
have no trouble with those who pass 
Neither will the best training school 
insure that those passing through it 
will become good operators 

I would like to draw on the army 
tor an illustration. A_ recruit in the 
army 1s given many selection tests and 
then an intensive course of basic train 
ing. But he has a long way to travel 
ind must have battle experience before 


he becomes a good soldier. A general 


was once sent to review a newly 
tormed division omposed of men 
traming. As they 


passed in review their uniforms looked 


just out of bask 


like those of recruits; they were out of 


step; some stumbled; they banged 
their rifles against each other's heads 
is they turned, knocking helmets off 
and one rifle was accidentally dis 
charged. Finally they were maneu 
vered into position to hear the gen 
eral's poo He began slowly and 


with much feeling: “Well, men, you 


24 


ire a division now. I don't know what 
you ll do to the enemy, but you sure 
scare hell out of me.” 


In the army these men are fed into 
livisions and their success from that 
tume on depends to a large degree on 
the quality of their othcers 

In like manner we must, of course, 
xreen our men physically, mentally 
and morally—-and, of course, we must 
give them the best possible basic train 
ing. These things are fundamental but 
let s not lose sight of the most umpor- 
tant thing of ail. Afier selection and 
training, W HAT ? 


Leaderbip, of course! After his 
basic training the employee $ course IS 
shaped by what follows. He acquires 
his seasoning in the school of expe- 
rience, This 1s where he requires lead 
ership. A leadership that must provide 
discipline, incentive, inspiration, sym 
pathetic understanding, guidance, ap 
preciation, confidence in his ability 
and in his outfit, and a proper safety 
attitude. This is the kind of a job 
climate he must have if he is to grow 
into a good professional operator. 


Providing the proper job climate 1s 
sometimes overlooked by the safety 
specialists. They feel that it 1s beyond 
the scope of their responsibility—-not 
a part of their job, believe me, it is 
the most important part of your job 


No matter how close your screening 
nor how good your training, you still 
have many men who have more acct 
dents than they should. Why? They 
all passed the same tests and received 
the same training. Could it be some 
thing that happened afterward? Could 
Ms 

We are generally kidding ourselves 
if we say that these men are accident 
prone. Persons who are truly acct 
dent prone are very rare. You have 
all seen the ugly ducklings who were 
ilways in trouble, always having acci 
dents, suddenly come of age and de 
velop into some of your best operators 
Is it a matter of chance? What 
happened ? 

You have also seen men go for 
years with good records and suddenly 
begin to have accidents. Often physi 
cal checks show no defects Are they 
accident pe What happened? Do 
you think re-training will help them 
much In most cases they already 
know as much about vehicle operation 
is three-fourths of your best opera 


tors 





We are told to look for reasons in 
their financial condition, their homme 
life, whether their father and mother 
were congenial and similar things, 
but most of the time we overlook the 
one thing over which we have a 
measure of control. What about the 
job climate in which he works? Is it 
affecting his work? Have you done 
anything about it? 

Consider these things 

Has he been treated unfairly ? 

Has his confidence in his boss and 
his company been shaken ? 

Has he received a pat on the back 
when he deserved it ? 

Has he received a figurative kick in 
the pants when he deserved it and 
ONLY when he deserved it? 

Does he feel free to go to his boss 
with his personal problems ? 

Will he get sympathetic 
standing when he does ? 


under 


Is his treatment such as to preserve 
the inherent dignity of every man? 

Have you proven to him that the 
only way he can get fair dealing is 
through the intervention of his union 
representative ¢ 

Has he seen a supervisor or depart 
ment head taking short cuts or violat 
ing good safety practices? 

Has he reported a defective bus and 
been told to make one more trip with 
it while a replacement is being se 

ured ? 

Has he been told that he must run 
taster to get back on schedule when he 
knows that means unsafe operation 7 

Has he seen one operator fired for 
having liquor on his breath and; 
another, taken off a vehicle completely! 
drunk, get by with only a short sus 
pension ? 

Has he seen one operator fired for 
stealing and another permitted to re 
pay the amount he stole and retain his 
job and seniority ? 

Has he been turned down repeat 
edly when he requested extra work and 
seen others get extra work every day? 

Has he received a suspension for a 
chargeable accident and seen another 
under worse conditions go scot free? 

These are vital questions! 

Have you any doubt that these things 
affect your safety record? Do yor 
think they are none of your business 
Like hell, they're not! They are thé 
most important part of your business. 

The most important thing to the 
safety record of your company ts the 
safety attitude of your men. Attitudes 
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Books and Pamphlets 

AAA Program of Action for 1950. 
Published by American Automobile 
Association, Pennsylvania Ave. at 17th 
St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C., 1949, 
18 p. 

Opening of The First Section of 
Route & Parkway. Published by New 
Jersey State Highway Department, 
Trenton, N. J., 1950, 16 p. 

Time and Gasoline Consumption 
in Motor Truck Operation as Affected 
by The Weight and Power of Vebhi 
cles and The Rise and Fall in High- 
ways. Published by Highway Research 
Board, Washington, D. C., 1950, 73 
p. (Research Report No. 9-A) 


Magazine Articles 

The Accident-Prone Driver. By W 
A. Tillmann and G. E. Hobbs. (In 
Best’s Fire and Casualty News. Feb 
1950, p. 33) 

Berkeley's Bicycle Program. By J. 
D. Holstrom. (In Police Chiefs News 
Feb, 1950, p. 4) 


are easily caught. Your biggest chance 
for improvement lies in providing the 
proper job climate for development of 
good safety attitude. Predominantly, it 
is a matter of leadership. It starts at 
the top and comes right down through 
the entire organization. Too many of 
us, I fear, start at the wrong end. 

When we can be sure that every 
man is going to get fair and impartial 
treatment all of the time; that every 
man has confidence in his superiors ; 
that everyone in a managerial or super 
visory Capacity considers safety when 
he makes a decision or issues an order 
and sets a good safety example, daily, 
for those under him, then you can 
be pretty sure that attitudes are right 
all along the line 

When attitudes are right, your men 
don’t take chances; don’t cheat in 
traffic; don't try to violate rules; are 
considerate of others and honestly try 
to get that accident curve down. When 
this occurs you have a healthy organ 
ization and your job becomes easier 

This matter of leadership cannot 
be stressed too much, Every accident 
involves people. Those people can be 
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iaW PUBLICATIONS in the’ 








field of Public 


College Course in Truck Driving 
(In Highway Engineering Abstracts 
Jan. 1950, p. 7) 

An Enforcement Level Index. By 
Loren Ayers. (In Police Chiefs Neu 
Feb. 1950, p. 8) 

Fire Protection Developments in 
1949. By Percy Bugbee. (In National 
Fire Protection Association Quarterly 
Jan. 1950, p. 147) 

How a Road System Grew. By M 
W. Torkelson. (In Better Roads, Feb 
1950, p. 19) 

Investigation of the Smog Incident 
in Donora, Pa.; and Vicinity. By James 
G. Townsend. (In American Journal 
of Public Health, Feb. 1950, p. 183) 

Municipal Programs for Off-Street 
Parking Facilities. (In Highway Re 
search Abstracts, Jan. 1950, p. 14) 

A Traffic Safety Coordinated Pro 
gram. By Arnold H. Vey. (In Traffic 
Engineering, March, 1950, p. 193) 

Truck Loading Facilities As Related 
to Parking. By Charles A. Goodwin 
(In Trafic Engineering, Feb. 1950 
p. 189) 


as sate as they want to be. Your jol 
and mine is to make them want to be 
Respect for leadership can't be forced. 
It can't be bought. It must be earned 
Unless you speak out against bad 
leadership you can’t be very success 
ful over a long period. If you haven't 
the guts to do it, your tenure of office 
will be short anyhow 


There are many other bits of unfin 
ished business lying around but these 
four seem to me most important 
doubly so because any day you and | 
may be called upon to walk into the 
Boss’ office and defend ourselves. In 
these days of reduced revenue and the 
resultant budget slashing, it is very 
casy for someone to apply drastic 
surgery to the Safety Department in 
the belief that it is a non-essential 
service that can be dispensed with. It 
is up to us to prove that we are 
worthy of our hire and now is the 
time to do it 
It’s not the work of anyone that bring 

us to the goal 
But the everlasting teamwork of ever) 

bloomin’ soul. 


Traffic Court Conference 
Opens in Atlanta April 17 

The Lamar School of Law of Emory 
University will offer a five-day court 
and traffic law administration confer 
ence in Atlanta, Ga., April 17 to 21 
First court conference ever held in 
Georgia, it will give judges, justices 
of the peace and prosecutors of the 
southeastern states who handle trafhic 
cases an opportunity to confer with 
outstanding authorities in the trafh 
court field 

The Trathc Court Conference will 
run in conjunction with the South 
eastern Institute for Trathc Training 
being held on the campus of Georgia 
Institute of Technology, in Atlanta 

When the Conference opens, the 
first Institute course will be in its 
second week of operation—the Police 
Course runs from April 10 to 2\Ist, 
with Frank Lowrey, IACP, as course 
director. The four other courses will 
open April l 
slated tor the two tentative courses 
offered school safety supervisors 


. which is also the date 


The Trathc Court Conference con 
ducted by the Lamar School of Law 
will be sponsored by the American 
Bar Association and the Traffic Insti- 
tute at Northwestern University. It 
will mark the first such conference 
to be held in Georgia and the 12th in 
a series being conducted at universities 
throughout the country 

Courses offered during the South 
eastern Institute include police trafh« 
training, accident records and their 
uses, pedestrian protection, driver edu 
cation and a school safety supervisors 
course 

Additional information on any of 
the courses may be obtained by writ 
ing Wm. N. Cox, Jr., Institute of 
Public Safety, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Atlanta, Ga. Additional 
data or registration forms for the Traf 
fic Court Conference may be had by 
writing Dean Wm. M. Hepburn, 
Lamar School of Law, Emory Univer 
sity, Atlanta, Ga 


McCamment to 
AAA Pedestrian Post 

Claud R. McCamment, veteran safe 
ty engineer with the State Highway 
Commission of Kansas, resigned 
March 1 to accept a position with the 
American Automobile Association in 
Washington, D. C., where he will be 
in charge of the national pedestrian 
protection program 

a ” “ 


Don't take a chance! It might cost 
some youngster a chance to live 
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Mexico City’s 


Jnaffic: Safety Vigilantes 





Motorists in Mexico City have long 
been judged on the size or general 


raucousness of their horns and the 


bravado of their derring-do on streets 
ind highways, but seldom on their 
cident records, safety-mindedness or 
bast I min Ourtesy 
But times are changing in the Mex: 
apital city, according to a recent 
n the Christian Science M 

byline of Mabel | 


changing espe 


’ under the 
Koight 


tally fashions in motoring 


Things are 
south ot 
the border 

The article goes on to Say 

Vigilantes are in Mexico City to 
stay. They are volunteer trath¢ police 
men who are determined to make their 
city one to be proud of instead of that 
aty which has the most trathc imc 
i world. Serving 
the vigilantes buy their 


dents of any in the 
without pay 
own uniforms and have their cars and 
motorcycles painted white with black 
trimming 

This motorized squadron of trath 
education has the backing of the trath« 


police department of the Federal Dis 
ind has badges of authority and 

to give out to violators—‘if 

watch out This idea of 
vigtlantes from 
Migucl Aleman and has caught the 
fancy of the Mexicans. Although it 
has had only a three months’ start, al 


ready it 1s something for the capital 


you dont 


emanated President 


to take pride in, 
Many in 

' : : , 
remember how during the police strike 


Boston, Massachusetts, 


there one was apt to be escorted across 
friend, a ‘‘police 
So here in 
Mexio a trend may blow a whistle 


or do not stop for a red 


the street by some 
man r the time being 
sp ad 
Ou cannot miss seeing the vigt 
or their costumes are unique 
e with white shoulder straps 
pockets, white stripes along their 
ips with white visors and at 
te gloves that they may be 

CASI 
ume about gradually. It 

Luis I 


ind studied in’ the 


Sotelo went 


is well as in the 
raining center He told me he 


the Los Ange les police STV ICE 


the finest in the world. Graduating 
from the Los Angeles Police School, 
October 29, 1948, he returned to Mex 
ico City fired with but one idea—to 
have an ethcient trathce force. He of 
tered his services to the government 
without pay, but when it was realized 
how much time he was giving, how 
vital it was to have safety first, he was 
put on a salary 


The hours of Sehor Sotelo are lim 
itless, as he was made chiet instructor 
and technical adviser of trathc police 
twice a week he holds evening classes 
ior the vigilantes. I attended one ot 
them and watched with interest as one 
volunteer after another entered the 
hall donated to them for their classes 
The high idealism that prompts them 
to serve their country without pay 1s 
reflected in their bearing, Rich and 
poor, high and low rub elbows, for 
the only condition necessary to join Is 
a good character, though most of the 
volunteers are protesstonal people. 

At these classes they report their 
experiences since the last meeting. For 
example, a vigilante told how they had 
stopped one violator, taken him to his 
home, put his car in the garage and 
given the keys to his wife, whereupon 
the man exclaimed: ‘Why, I am home 
and not in the penitentiary! These 
policemen are real gentlemen! The 
vigilantes replied: ‘We are a trathc po 
lice force to protect you, not harm 
you, 

If the vigilantes come across chil 
dren in the streets, they take them to 
their homes and admonish the parents 
not to let them play in the thorough 
Atter a second warning, they 
say: ‘Next time you pay a fine! 


fares 


The vigilantes have a juntor or 
Each school 
boy guards,” who have unt 


ganization in the schools 
has its 
torms, badges for their sleeves, their 
own flag and band, and who go on 
duty betore and after school in front 
of their schoolhouse. Just at present a 
bona fide policeman ts with any group 
to lend authority to the youngsters 
Before a boy can become a member of 
1 ‘boy guard,’ his father must give his 
onsent and the lad must also have 


marks in his studies. These en 


thustastic boy guards attend school 


twice a week at the traffic police de 
partment, while frequently a vigilante 
or a policeman comes to school to 
teach them traffic rules 


‘Alfredo Ortiz, who took me to the 
class of vigilantes, said that both teach 
ers and the policemen are cooperative 
Alfredo is film librarian at the United 
States Embassy but he still finds time 
before and after hours to become a 
vigilante. He says he gets in about 
four hours a day. 


“The Mexican public ts taking hold 
and supporting these vigilantes by giv 
ing money for propaganda so that by 
now the placards posted in the city 
tell who the vigilantes are and what 
their object is 

‘If and when the city is a safe and 
sound one, pedestrians no longer have 
to gallop across the streets, and lamp 
posts remain upright, such a millen 
nium may be latd at the door of these 
high-minded idealistic vigilantes, who 
hope to make Mexico City a place to 
be proud of-—-one where people may 
live in safety as well as in harmony 
and contentment.’ 


Chicago Suburbs to Try 
Traffic Engineer Pool Plan 

A cooperative effort in modern 
trathc engineering aimed to climinate 
hazards in Cook County suburbs (met 
ropolitan Chicagoland) and attain 
uniformity in regulation has been 
offered the suburbs by the Cook 
County Trathc Safety Commission. 

Under the program, the cooperating 
suburbs will receive the assistance of 
a board of traffic engineers in dealing 
with their local problems, according 
to William N. Erickson, president of 
the board of Cook County commis 
sioners, who is also president of the 
Trafhic Safety Commission. The cost 
will be shared by suburbs, he said, 
with contributions proportionate to 
population. 


While the cost to the suburbs re 
mains to be worked out, he added, it 
will be the least part of the total 
and certainly 
icting alone would have to pay for the 
same service 


far less than any suburb 


Erickson stated that the commission 
would seek financial help from the 
ounty and state, both of which con 
trol highways passing through sub 
rbs; from automobile clubs, insurance 
companies and other groups and 
agencies interested in trathe safety 

The commission which has been in 
existence three years, has afhliated 


groups in 37 Chicagoland suburbs 
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Safety Jeep 


Tokyo. 





-Close contact with jeep patrols in the First Cavalry Division’s zone of 


responsibility is kept by Sergeant First Class Frank Pearce, operator of the division's 
newly constructed “Accident Prevention Jeep,” one of the few of its type in the Far 
East Command. This jeep, which was developed by the 545th Military Police Company 


at Camp Drake, has some 26 major 


safety 


and preventive attachments, including 


cameras, complete first aid supplies; two-way radio; complete criminal investigation 
equipment; five ton pulling winch, complete with nylon tow ropes, and many other 
safety devices necessary to meet any emergency that may arise in accidents. The jeep 
is alerted 24 hours daily, according to Sergeant Pearce, and patrols at busy intersections 
in the First Cavalry Division's metropolitan zone, giving speeches and safety reminders 


to pedestrians and passing motorists 


Municipal Judge Harry H. Porter, of 
Evanston, is general chairman. Its 18 
members include traffic specialists of 
the county, state and City of Chicago 
and of several private agencies 


NUTI-IACP Study 
Philadelphia Traffic 

The Traffic Institute of Northwest 
ern University and the Traffic Division 
of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police began studying Phila 
delphia’s traffic problems, Monday 
March 6 

The study had been requested by 
officials charged with responsibility for 
the traffic safety of the nation’s third 
largest city-— Samuel H. Rosenberg, 
director of public safety, and Howard 
P. Sutton, superintendent of police 

Following approval by the Associa 
tion’s Board of Officers, Mr. Kreml as 
signed Field Representatives Hudson 
R. Hamm and George C. Bowers to 
the project. Robert E. Raleigh, direc- 
tor of the IACP Traffic Division's field 
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staff, accompanied Messrs. Hamm 
and Bowers to Philadelphia. Both Lt 
Raleigh and Hamm have been active 
in the Chicago traffic reorganization 
ind the latter will return to the Chi 
cago job on completion of prelim 
inary work in Philadelphia 

Purpose of the Philadelphia study 
evaluate the traffic 
and to make recommendations 
for improvements. Following the field 
comprehensive report 
pres¢ ntation to 
The traffic or 
furnish assistance in 
into 


is to city $s situa 


tion 


obs« rvations, a 
will be written for 
Philadelphia officials 
ganizations will 
putting 


effect, if requested by the city 


their recommendations 

Field representatives will study the 
entire traffic operation of the police 
department, including organization 
and administration, personnel and 
equipment enforcement and 
accident practices and 
procedures, accident records and anal 
safety education activities, and 
court handling of traffic law violators 


The Traffic 


needs 
investigation 


ySIS 


Institute of Northwest- 


ern University, which has «taken a 
large part in the Chicago trafic pro- 
gram, will make studies of the Phila 
delphia traffic courts, city traffic ordi- 
nances and the state traffic laws. This 
work will be done by Robert L. Don 
igan, the Institute's counsel 

The study is the most comprehensive 
the twin traffic organizations have 
undertaken since work began in Chi 
cago in August, 1947 

Since establishment in 1936, the 
IACP Traffic Division and the Traffic 
Institute have assisted in traffic reor 
ganization work in more than 70 cities, 


counties, ana states. 


Green Cross News 

From Page 19 

zations attended the meeting, spurred 
on by the Muncie Junior Chamber of 
which ts taking an active 
interest in organizing the Council 
Mr. Marshall represented the National 
Safety Council at the initial meeting. 
Mayor Lester E. Holloway of Muncie 
is taking a leading part in the organi 
zational work. Muncie has a popula 
tion of approximately 60,000. 


Commerce 


San Jose Chapter 
The recently organized San Jose 
Santa Clara Chapter of the National 
Safety Council has a Board of 
Directors, consisting of 109 persons, 
broadly representative of all commu 
nity interests. The Board meets four 
times a year. The Executive Com 
mittee of 15 meets regularly each 
month and directs programs in traffi 
school, industry and commerce, and 
fire prevention An air safety section 
was formed recently. The 1950 budget 

of the Chapter is set at $22,000 


now 


Protective “Coat of Arms” 

In discussing the National Safety 
Council's Safe Driver Award program, 
which recently brought recognition to 
many drivers of the Municipal Rail 
way of San Francisco, Paul J. Fanning 
director of personnel and safety for 
that organization “The famous 
Safe Driver Award of the National 
Safety Council has been developed to 
a point where it has become the ac 
epted ‘coat of arms’ for the defensive 
professional drivers who are proud of 
their ability and their safe driving 
records. The management of this rail 
way is very happy to have brought 
this plan to our employees.” Local 
Council managers who often assist in 
local presentations will find it pays 
to emphasize that this is a “big league’ 
program, a nationwide project for 
champions” only. 


said 











Oklahoma City’s Magic Touch 


From Page 

It's got so that careless teen-agers 
are considered pretty much as ‘sad 
sacks,” a state of mind that may have 
a psychological explanation but which 
trathcwise Oklahoma Cityans are happy 
to accept as one of the pleasant facts 
of life. 

But maybe you want to know of 
some special type of radio presentation 
that makes the Oklahoma City radio 
safety programming different. I can 
think of dozens of instances, but per 
haps these two will suftice 

We met Bill Bailey personable and 
popular KTOK announcer, and lis 
tened to his platter rendition of ‘This 
Is Memorial Day, 1949,” which in our 
book rates a place among the unusual 
services to safety that call for honors 

Bill got to thinking of the annual 
Memorial Day massacre on the high 
ways and what he could do about it 
on his program. He devised a tran 
scribed announcement with sound et 
fects and aired it via KTOK on t 
eve of Memorial Day. On Memoria 
Day the p! atters were twirling 
on every Okla 
homa City radio 


€ 


station ill of 
them featuring 
This Is Memo 
rial Day, 1949 
Sure it originated 
{ 





is an dca on 
K TOK but 
safety s 1 com 
munity 


propos: 
tion and, as such 


Bill Bailey 


rates top promotion to serve the 


ommunity—-not some characters ego 
That's the way Bill and the other radi 
folk play it in Oklahoma City and 
they are backed by their stations in 


that ipproa h 


You couldn't listen to that tran 
scribed announcement without seeing 
all of the horrnble grimness of ar 


lable motor vehicle accident u 


iVormda 

vhich you might be tnvolved. It must 
ha hit listeners that way too, for 
Memorial Day, 1949, saw a notable re 
fuction in motor vehicle deaths 1 


Oklahoma City and the hinterlands 
We also listened to a special halt 
hour broadcast which WKY had tea 
tured on July 3rd. The production 
for that's what it was—-was omplete 
with sound effects, background musi 
a cast of players, and featured Bruce 


Palmer, of whom we have spoken be 


fore 


28 


Briefly, the program projected events 
24 hours in the future and was pre 
sented as though the accidents de 
scribed had already occurred. Each 
time Newscaster Palmer describes an 
accident on his daily or weekly pro 
grams, he rings a bell. The bell 
chimed throughout this production. 
The station had taken a series of 
typical accidents from the files of the 
yes Highway Patrol, built a 
narrative and continuity around the 
events leading to each one of them 
ind blended them into a whole 


The production had all the belt of 
the old ““March of Time’ shows. You 
just wouldn't turn it off. It paid off, 
too, for the station switchboards were 
jammed for hours after the show. 
Listeners told of its effect upon them 
ind pledged themselves to safe driv- 
ing effort for the holiday 


The effect of a newscaster on his 
special audience can often be told in 
terms of the listener response to his 
sponsor's product or from an occa 
sional ofter on his show. Mark 
Weaver, WKY newscaster, must have 
been pleased to note the flood of mail 
that followed an offer made on one 
of his broadcasts. Mark offered a copy 
of Oklahoma City’s traffic digest on his 
evening news round-up, telling listen 
ers to write the Oklahoma City Safety 
During the first 
five days the offer was made, more 
than 1,000 listeners wrote in asking 
for the booklet. 

We can't get away from WKY with 
out mentioning their farm safety pro- 
gram. It’s typical of all their promo 
tions The station contacted John 
Brown, radio personality and the “Dig 
ver O'Dell,” of the William Bendix 
radio show, and arranged for him to 


Council for copies 


do a series of seven spots dealing with 
farm safety. They went over with a 
hang 

Not content to call the job done 
with their own listeners, Oscar Ala 
good, public service director, made 
them available to WOW, Omaha; 
WHO, Des Moines; KVOO, Tulsa: 
WFAA, Dallas; WBAP, Ft. Worth, 
ind WOAT, San Antonio, for farm 
safety promotion, and the National 
Safety Council grabbed onto the idea 
ind followed up by having Brown do 
i series Of transcriptions on farm safe 
ty for exploitation via radio, nationally 


That's just one illustration but tt 
mphasizes the originality of safety 





promotion in the Oklahoma capital 
city, and was good enough to win for 
WKY the National Safety's Council's 
Award of Merit. 

WKY-TV operates with the same 
general staff as WKY and follows the 
same safety pattern. Jody Worth, 
guiding star of the “Guest Room” 
video show, keeps traffic safety slo- 
ganized and visible to the town’s tele- 
vision audience. 

KOCY, Mutual's Oklahoma City 
outlet is just as safety-minded as any 
of the other capital city outlets. Every 
body from Mat 
thew Bonebrake, 
general manager, 
down to the pan 
cake turner 1s 
looking for a new 
angle on safety 
promotion. Wish 
ard Lemons, pro 
gram director, 
follows through 
and such an 
nouncers as John Steele and Bob Lat 
ting are as full of ideas as a strawberry 
is of seeds 


Tommy Allen 


Daily, they air programs to mem 
ber stations of their Oklahoma Group 
Broadcasters. The programs beamed 
FM are aired locally on AM stations 
Safety messages are geared to fit time 
or weather reports, or occasionally are 
given an editorial twist coincident 
with the news of a traffic accident that 
hits the airlanes 


KBYE and Frank Lynch, general 
manager, and KLPR, the Capitol Hill 
Station—Byrne Ross, owner, and 
Monty Wells, radio personality, by no 
means run last. They have an inde 
pendent approach to radio but not to 
the safety problem and make it their 
business to keep their listeners safety 
conscious in myriad ways. 

In the limited space at our disposal, 
we cannot cover the total radio picture 
in Oklahoma's capital city. This cur 
sory review must suffice to give but a 
glimpse of the magic touch that news 
paper and radio folk have given safety 
to make it likeable and liveable as a 
way of life 

In no call letter category is Larry 
Cotton, former singing star of the 
Horace Heidt show and the original 
“Pot O' Gold” program. Like another 
individual entrepreneur of the aif 
waves, Eddie Coontz, Larry has dé 
veloped his own programs and appears 
regularly in radio shows. Eddie did 
the “Live and Win” and “Mr. Safety” 
radio shows for the safety council. 


Other personalities who have given 
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4 personal touch to the media presen 
tation of safety stuff are John Arville, 
continuity editor, and Joe Roberts and 
Bill Cardin, announcers—all of 
KOMA. Reporters Mark Sarchet, 
Gene Hills and Al Kaff have done 
their bit to keep the town accident 
prevention conscious, as have City Edi 
tors Ed Hunter and Ralph Sewell, and 
feature writer Madeline Wilson—all 
of the Oklahoma City Times and the 
Daily Oklahoman. 


Dan Hollingsworth, manager ot the 
Oklahoma City Safety Council, is “Mr 
Safety” in his home town. He’s in the 
background of all the shows and 
stories that tell fellow townsmen of the 
successes or failures of the city’s acci 
dent prevention program, or ask for 
civic cooperation. 


In too many places, cooperation usu 
ally means: ‘“‘Let’s get together and 
do something for me!’ Dan's way is 
different. Oklahoma City has put the 
Action Program of the President's 
Highway Safety Conference to work 
The philosophy of that program ts 
‘let's get together and do something 
all of us for all of us.’’ That's Dan’s 
concept of cooperation and it happens 
to coincide with the newspapers’ and 
radio stations’ concept of what consti 
tutes public service. 


Tie up that philosophy with what's 
re er in Oklahoma City in the 
field of public education and in actual 
accident reduction and you've got your 
civic pot of gold with everybody shar 
ing in the jackpot. 


The safety council does its best to 
— the radio stations supplied with 
usable material. Written with a deft 
professional touch by Norman Hall, 
assistant manager of the council, they 
are classified under nine headings, and 
done for the individual stations. Safe 
ty spot announcements, for instance 
cover: child, general, holiday, night 
school, slogans and ideas, sports, 
weather and week-end safety with the 
emphasis tied into the theme of the 
National Safety Council's “Operation 
Safety” program. 

Stations have been furnished sets 
of nine letter-sized manila folders into 
which spots can be filed quickly and 
easily. The folders are imprinted with 
the station’s call letters to maintain the 
personal touch 

The program director, trathc direc 
tor, public service director or any an 
nouncer can put his finger on a usable 
spot announcement on any of nine 
safety subjects in a fraction of a min 
ute 

Special announcements, slogans, pro 
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A shot of the safety folder furnished each 
of the city’s eight radio and TV stations. 
Safety spot announcements furnish back 
ground for the folders 


gram tags. tails and sign-olts are pre 
pared for special programs or for the 
regular broadcasts of the town’s safety 
boosters. Weather, 
news event may furnish an opportunity 
for the close team-play between radio 
and the safety council, and the council 
keeps on its toes when such opportuni 
ties develop. 


season or some 


Norman Hall contacts the stations 
regularly every week. On these visits, 
he checks their supply and the usabil 
ity of the spots they are receiving. He 
may get wind of a new stunt or pro 
gram in which some phase of safety 
can be presented 

Norman edits the council publica 
tion, Safety Survey, which is published 
monthly. The council says thanks reg 
ularly, too, in its columns to the radio 
and newspaper folk who carry the 
ball for the community safety promo 
tion. And, in addition to this pro 
motion of make 
safety their business, the council also 
issues special certificates of commenda 
tion annually to radio people and 
newspaper folk who have consistently 
displayed interest in the trafhce safety 
campaign 

The payoff is well known in the 
annual record of the nation’s leading 
cities which can be truly classified as 

America’s traffic safety champions, 
for Oklahoma City is among this 
charmed group regularly 


personalities who 


In effect, this expenditure of self 
and an equivalent of a half million 
dollars worth of free radio time and 
invaluable newspaper editorial space 
has cut Oklahoma City’s traffic toll in 
half with an equal reduction of in 
juries annually 





You couldn't close out a story on 
Oklahoma City without a word tor 
Mayor Allen Street, who keeps the 
ofhcial side of accident prevention on 
its toes departmentalwise and daily. 
He’s a civic dynamo who gets things 
done 

Or, it wouldn't be fair to the up 
and-coming police department to say 
that radio and newspaper folk do it all 

We aren't saying that at all and, 
— Mayor Street or Captain Clay 
Scheid, director of traffic of Oklahoma 
City’s Police Department, would put it 
this way, were they asked, for this is 
the way Dan Hollingsworth stated 
the case 

“Without the help of the press or 
out city’s eight progressive radio and 
television stations, we would fall far 
short of our goal—the saving of hu- 
man life and the prevention of need 
less suffering and misery 

Yes, without the help of radio or 
press, we could not fully and promptly 
inform the public as to the number 
of accidents, where and how they 
occur, and why, nor could we point 
out the social and economic effects of 
accidents, tell how serious the prob 
lem is and who is affected by it 

Without the active assistance of the 
press and radio we couldn't (barring 
great expense) let the public know 
how traffic accidents can be prevented, 
and what is being done about it 
Most important, we could not let each 
man, woman and child know what he 
can do to help save a life—maybe his 
own life 

But, thank goodness, this is Okla 
homa City, with a safety conscious 
press and radio, where every citizen is 
interested in the welfare of every 
other citizen. Civilization, we calls it.”’ 

Maybe now you see why the leopard 
got discouraged 


Driver Education 
Seminars for Supervisors 
Five-day regional seminars on driver 
education have been planned for June 
and July in New York City, Athens, 
Ga., and Greeley, Colo., the Center 
for Safety New York 
University announced 


Education of 


First of the three will be held at 
NYU, from June 5 to 9, with Dr 
Herbert L. Stack serving as seminar 
director. From June 19-23, University 
of Georgia will hold it with Prof. 
E. B. Smith, director, and Colorado 
College of Education, Greeley, will 
cooperate from July 10 to 14, with 
Dr. L. C. Butler as seminar director 
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y sub-committee 
ce May slogan 1s 
Car C heck 
I he program em 
ol keep 


opt rating 


importan 
im Sale 
Ihrough the Inter 
mittee the automo 
supporting publi 
this theme nation 
uiraying ooperation of automobile and tire 
timulating their participation in local sateiy 


pport from the Association of Casualty and 
s made it possible to send a omplete May 
ety kit to the chief of police im every city 
Ore poy ilation, except those now receiving 
its. This wall atfor opportunity for addi 
May progran ind 


Safety to many places not now 


ition in the will also serve 


perat on 
Ogram motorists will be urged to 

| for safety, with particular attention 
obviously related to safety: brakes, head 
oplights, tires, steering, muffler and ex 
windshield 
hecks will be at official testing sta 
ies having official vehicle inspection 


will be urged to take their cars 


} wipers glass horn, ind rear 
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on car condition throughout the 
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Traffic death toll up 9 per cent for February, 1950, as 
increases are reported from every section of the nation 
save the West Coast. Two-month total is 4,620, up 6 per 
cent over same period in 1949. Travel on the increase. 


oo leaths went up in 
February 9 per ent over last 
year--to mark the highest percentage 


merease for any month since August 
1946 

The leath toll tor February was 
1950 deaths to a total 
of 4,620 for the 


than the 


190 to bring 
two months-—6 per 
ent more January-February 
toll of 1949 
As President 


stated to the 


Ned H 


press, the 


LD« arbor 
mild winter 
thar 


mountain states 


this year permitted more travel 


last, especially in the 


and more travel usually means more 


accidents 


it,’ he said. “The plain fact ts that 
more people are being killed in traffic 


this year-— needlessly 


The North Atlantic 


per cent deaths in 


states had 32 
1950 than 
they experienced in 1948 for the com 
parable period while the traffic toll 
in the South Atlantic states was up 42 
per cent this year as compared with 
1948 


more 


The increase has been general, All 
parts of the country, except the west 
oast, reported average increases rang 
ing from 5 to 33 per cent Only 14 
of the 46 reporting states had lower 
leath totals in 1950 than for the two 


But to explain it ts not to excuse month period in 1949, They were 

; , . North Dakota 50% 

( Vermont 10% 

MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS 

1948-50 1949-50 

MONTH 1948 1949 1950 Change Change 

January 2,190 2,340 2,440 11% + 4% 

February 2,120 2,010 2,190 + 3% + 9% 

Iwo Months 4,410 4,350 4,620 t 7% + 6% 
March 2,210 2,120 
April 2,210 2,320 
May 2,770 2,470 
June 2,50 2,400 
July 2,810 2,780 
August 4.010 2.800 
September 4,080 3,020 
October 4,270 4110 
November 2,980 2,98 
December 4 OR 41% 
POTAI 42,259 41,500 


The 1948 total figure is that of the National Office of Vital Statistics 


National Safety Council estimates. The 


1950 


All others are 
national estimate is arrived at by assum 


ing that the percentage change from 1949 to 1950 in the states reporting for both years 


reflects the 1949-50 change in the entire country 


Since national estimates made in this 


way become more accurate as more states report, revisions are made from time to time 


as new reports are 


above for 1950 may differ slightly 


published in fucure issues of PUBLIC 


32 


received for the various months 
from 


For this reason the figures given 


figures for the same month which will be 


SAFETY 


The TRAFFIC TOL 


By William C. 


James 





Tennessee 22% 
Oklahoma 20% 
California 19% 
Arkansas —17% 
Minnesota —16% 
Washington 15% 
New Hampshire 9% 
Indiana — 6% 
Delaware 6% 
Michigan 5% 
Maryland 4% 
New Jersey 2% 


In addition to the foregoing, 5 
states had no change from 1949, the 
remaining 27 reporting in 
creases 


states 


Average changes reported from the 
different regions for February and the 
two months were 


Per Cent Change 
1949-1950 


January 

February February 

North Atlantic + 8% + 5% 
South Atlantic +21% + 19% 
North Central + 2% + 10% 
South Central + 17% + 4% 
Mountain + 22% + 33Q 
Pacific 0 15% 
Small towns and rural areas are 


contributing heavily to the climbing 
trathc toll. The average for cities of 
10,000 or more population was a 
decrease of 4 per cent for the two 
months, and a drop of 2 per cent for 
February alone 


MONTHLY MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS 
AND TRAFFIC TRENDS 1947-1950 
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Of the 484 reporting cities, 94 had 





—— CHANGES IN MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS____ 
FIRST 2 MONTHS, 1949 TO 1950 






BB vecrcases 





w= 9% 






NATIONAL 
ESTIMATE 
2 MONTHS 


6 % 


REPORTS 


BBB 'WcREASES On NO CHANGE INCOMPLETE 








decreases for February, 300 no change, 
and 90 showed increases. For the two 
month period, 126 reported decreases, 
216 showed no change, and 142 had 
increases. 

Cities of more than 200,000 popu 
lation which reported decreases for the 
two-month period were 

Providence, R. I 75% 

St. Paul, Minn. 71% 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 69% 

Minneapolis, Minn 67% 

Louisville, Ky. 64% 

Dayton, Ohio 63% 

Fr. Worth, Tex. 58% 

San Diego, Calif. 50% 

Toledo, Ohio 40% 

Los Angeles, Calif 33% 

San Antonio, Tex. 43% 

Rochester, N. Y. 33% 

Atlanta, Ga. 33% 

Chicago, Il. 30% 

New York, N. Y 24% 

Baltimore, Md. 19% 

Dallas, Tex. 17% 

Cleveland, Ohio 16% 

Boston, Mass. 15% 

Denver, Colo 13% 


There were 254 cities with perfect 
records for the two-month period. The 


TRAFFIC DEATHS— 


Deaths reported by state traffic authorities, except for 
Louisiana, Michigan, New Mexico and Ohio which are reported 
by registrars of vital statistics. 

Population Rate: U. S. population rate is the estimated annual 
number of deaths per 100,000 population, assuming that deaths 
for the rest of the year will follow the normal seasonal pattern. 
State population rate is the estimated annual number of deaths 


largest was Canton, Ohio, the second 
largest Tacoma, Wash., and the third 
largest Kansas City, Kans. The largest 
city with a perfect record for Febru- 


ary was Minneapolis, Minn. The sec 
ond largest was Dallas, Tex., and the 
third largest was Syracuse, N. Y 

To Page 3 


STATE RECORDS 


per 100,000 population, assuming that the monthly average of 
deaths will remain at the present average for the rest of the year 

Mileage Rate: The number of deaths per 100,000,000 vehicle 
miles of travel. 

States shown in heavy type have improved in 1950 compared 
with 1949 or show no change 

All figures are provisional 


(Figures in parentheses following the 1950 mileage rate indicate the number of months for which the 
rate is calculated for each state.) 


% Changes 
1948 





Months Deaths 194 0 195 
Re Identical Period t to Por Mil 
ported 195 194 1948 5 195¢ Ra Rat 

TOTAI 

U.S + { 4,31( % + ¢ 
Ala 84 4 un 31% 7% 1 
Ariz 57 35 34 63% + 6% 4s : ( 
Ark 2 19 59 70 — 17% -— +O% 15.0 70 (1) 
Calif 2 363 447 433 19% — 16% 20.4 
Colo 45 14 39 + 2% + 15% 
Conr 45 2 80% 73% 3.4 
Del 2 1s 16 s 6% + 88% 28.9 144 (1 
Fla i4 - + 84% + 12% 35.8 
Ga 11 a7 85 + 37% + 40% 
idal . s 1 4+ 60% 8 
tl 31 2$1 402 + 24% + ¢ 2 
Ind 2 136 145 137 — 6% — 1% 20.4 
la 2 70 70 19 0 + 43% 15.9 70 (1) 
Kans ‘ ‘4 54 + 28% + 8% 1.3 
Ky 5 4 $2 + 28% + 83% 19.7 
La 4) 48 44 —- 15% 7% 8.7 84 
Me. 2 19 19 21 0 — 10% 12.5 
Md 8 ? 3¢ Jo + 89% 188 
Mass ? ? 33 +t 70-27% ) 
Mich 2 181 190 133 — $% + 18% 17.1 
Minn 2 43 $1 59 — 16% — 27% 8.7 
Miss 3 47 + 86% + 43% 18.9 
Mc ) + 1% 3% 16.2 
Mont ‘ { oS oh % + 85% 27.6 
Net 2 } 15 35 +140% + 3% 16.8 6.2 (1 
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% Changes 


Months Deaths 1949 1948 1950 195 
e Identical Period to te Pop. Mile 
ported 1950 1949 1948 1950 1950 Rate Rate 
Nev 2 5 5 il 0 — $5% 17.2 
N. H 2 10 il 7 — 9% + 43% 11.0 
N. J 2 89 91 644 — 2% + 39% 11.0 
N. M 39 31 34 + 26% + 15% 39.7 
N. Y 275 268 179 + 3% + 54% 11.5 
N. ¢ 2 122 122 94 0 + 0% 18.9 
N. D 2 ] 6 1 — 50% +200% 3.0 
O 138 14 133 1% + 4% ? 
Okla 2 63 79 68 — 20% 7% 16.4 
Ore 3 $4 +- 75% 36% i 
Pa 4 + 3% r . 
R I 1 5 - 11% + OC 8 
.'¢ 4 + 1% + 44% s 
5. D 2 a 19 + 33% % 11 
Tenn 2 69 89 60 — 22% + 15% 12.8 
Texas 3 i ( + 4% + 1% 41 
Uta 13 2 + 4% 24% 14.1 
Ve 2 6 10 14 — 40% — 57% 98 4.0 (1) 
Va 48 115 6l 4 € +-126% 11.1 (1) 
Wash 2 35 41 72 — 15% —S1% 8.1 $0 (1) 
Ww. Va 2 i Al 36 i) + 14% 12.7 
w 8 8 101 + 44% 3% 5 
w 13 11 + 44% + 18% 27.5 10.7 (1) 
CANADIAN PROVINCES 
M 4 4 + 200% +-125% 
Sask l l 1 f 0 8349, 1.4 
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TRAFFIC DEATHS—CITY RECORDS 


The table covers only motor-vehicle istration death rate which is the number low to high. When two or more cities 
deaths resulting from traffic accidents that per 10.000 registered vehicles. Vehicle have exactly the same rate, ranking is by 
xecurred in the city. Non-trafie motor registration figures are for the year 1949 size of total vehicle registration-——from 
vehicle deaths (where the accident ox and were supplied by R. L. Polk & large to small. 
curred on home or industrial premises) Company 
are not included; nor are deaths in the 
city from accidents occurring outside 


Cities shown in heavy type have im 


The population rate is the number of A 
POF " proved in 1950 compared with 1949 


deaths annually per 100,000 population. 


Rankings are based on the 1950 re Cities are ranked by death rates—from All figures are provisional 
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Coming Events in the Field of Safety 








April 10-21, Atlanta, Ga 

First Southeastern Institute for Trafti 
Training at Georgia School of Technology 
For further details consult the sponsoring 
agency. Address communications to Stanicy 
Abercrombie, secretary, National Committee 
for Trathc Training, 1201 Sixteenth Street 
Waslungton, D. C.,, or directly to W. N 
Cox, Jr., head of the Department of Safety 
Engineering, Georgia School of Technology 
Atlanta, Ga 


April 11-13, Columbus, O. 
Twentieth All Ohio Safety Congress & 


Exhibit (Neil House). James H. Fluker, 
chairman. Contact: G. S. Kallenbaugh, 
ongress manager, 65 South Front St 


Columbus 15, O 


April 14, Columbus, O 

Sixth Ohio Trafhe Safety Conterence 
(Deshler-Wallick Hotel)—Trafhic Safety 
Section All Ohio Safety Congress. Otis R 
Hess, general chairman, c/o 809 State 
Ofhce Bldg., Columbus 15, Ohio 
April 12-13, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Tenth Western New York Safety Con 
ference (Hotel Statler). Contact E. C 
Hohlstein, secretary, c/o Buflovak Divi- 
sion, Blaw-Knox Co., 1543 Fillmore Ave., 
Buffalo, N. Y 
April 18-20, St. Louis, Mo 

Central States Safety Conference (Hotel 
Jefferson). Reyburn Hoffman, secretary 
manager. The Safety Council of Greater 
St. Louis, 511 Locust Street, St. Louis, Mo 
April 19-20 

Fifth Statewide Kentucky Safety Confer 
ence & Exhibit (Kentucky Hotel). Contact 
Curtis H. Scott, general chairman, or Estel 
Hack, managing director, Louisville Safety 
Council, Speed Bldg., Louisville 2, Ky 
April 25-26, Fe. Wayne, Ind. 

Seventh Annual Northeastern Indiana 
Safety Conference & Exhibit (Chamber 
of Commerce). Contact Irving L. Den 
ton, manager, Chamber of Commerce 
Safety Council, 826 Ewing St. t 
Wayne, Ind 
April 25-27, Washington, D. ¢ 

Third Highway Transportation Con 
gress (Hotel Mayflower). Contact Na 
tional Highway Users Conference, 938 


National Press Building, Washington, 
D. ¢ 
May 1-3, Jefferson City, Mo 

Annual Convention of the Missouri 


Peace Ofhcers Association (Governor Ho 
tel). Contact Chief Henry W Johnson, 
Kansas City Police De 


secretary treasurer 





partment East 74rd Terr, Kansas City 
Mo 
May 2, Allentown, Pa 

Twenty-third Annual Easter Pennsy! 
vania Satety Conference. Contact Harry ¢ 
Woods, executive secretary, Lehigh Valley 
Satety Council, 602 E. Third Street, Bet! 
lchem, Pa 


May 2-4, Chicago 

Twenty-seventh Annual Midwest Satety 
Show (Hotel Sherman). Contact Joseph FI 
Stech, manager Greater Chicago Safety 
Counal, 10 North Clark Street, Chicagc 
May 3-5, Charlotte, N. ¢ 

Twentieth Annual North Carolina State 
wide Industrial Safety Conference (Hot 
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Charlotte). H. S. Baucom, safety director, 
North Carolina Industrial Commission, 
Raleigh, N. ¢ 


May 11-12, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Oklahoma Safety Conference (Skirvin 
Hotel). Contact Glenn V. Carmichael, 
manager, Oklahoma Safety Council, 1600 
N.W. 23rd Street, Oklahoma City, Okla 


May 15-18, Detroit 

Michigan Safety Conference. Contact: $ 
M. Foeller, executive secretary, c/o Michi 
gan Consolidated Gas Co. 415 Clifford, 
Detroit 26, Mich 


May 24, Chicago 

Special Meeting of the National Com 
mittee for Trafhe Training (University 
Club) 


May 25-26, Chicago 

Meeting of the Committee on Confer 
ence Reports and the Coordinating Com 
mittee of the President's Highway Safety 
Conference (Hote! La Salle). Contact 
President's Highway Safety Conference 
Washington, D. € 


June 1-3, Roanoke, Va 


Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Vir 
ginia Statewide Safety Conference (Hotel 


Roanoke). Contact Wm. M. Myers, execu 
tive secretary of the Conference. Mr 
Myers is managing director, Richmond 


Safety Council, Room 49, Allison Bldg., 
Richmond 19, Va 


June 5-7, Chicago 

Annual Convention of the National 
Sheriff's Association. Contact Charles J 
Hahn, executive secretary, 601 Transpor 
tation Building, Washington 6, D. ¢ 


June 7-9, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Twenty-fifth Annual Western Pennsyl- 
vania Safety Engineering Conference (Wil 
liam Penn Hotel). Harry H. Brainerd, 
executive manager, Western Pennsylvania 
Safety Council, Chamber of Commerce 
Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pa 
June 12-13, Fargo, N. D. 

Third Annual North Dakota Safety Con 
ference. Contact Paul Drew, Safety Director, 
North Dakota State Highway Department, 
Bismarck, N.D 


June 18-21, Boise, Idaho 

Western Safety Conference. Contact L 
M. McKay, vice president, Western Safety 
Conference, P. O. Box 1038, Boise, Idaho 


August 18, Duluth, Wis. 

Summer Meeting of the Minnesota 
Safety Council (Hotel Duluth). Contact 
C. H. Zealand, Minnesota Safety Coun 
il, 227 St. Paul Hotel, St. Paul 2, Minn 
Aug. 30-Sept. 1, Stockholm, Sweden 

First International Conference on Alco 
hol and Trafhe. Application must be sent 
to the Secretaries befor une lst, 1950 
Address Secretary General: Managing Di 
rector Sten Rosell, Skéldungagatan 1, 
Stockholm. Sweden. Telegraphic address 
Varek, Stockholm 
Sept. 11-15, Portland, Ore. 

Eighteenth Annual Convention of the 
American Association of Motor Vehicle 
Administrators (Multnomah Hotel). Con 
tact L. S. Harris, executive director, 91? 
Barr Bldg.. Washington 6, D. C 


Sept. 14-15, York Harbor, Me. 
Twenty-third Annual Maine State Safety 
Conterence (Marshall House). Contact A 
F. Minchin, director, Industrial Safety Divi 
sion, Maine State Department of Labor & 
Industry, Augusta, Me 
Sept. 19-21, Cleveland 
Twelfth Annual Ohio State Safety Con 
ference (Hotel Carter). Contact Carl | 
Smith, secretary-treasurer, Suite $08, 20° 
East 95th Street, Cleveland 15, Ohio 


Sept. 24, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Annual Convention of the American 
Transit Association (Hotel Biltmore) 
Contact Arthur Baker, general secretary, 
292 Madison Avenue, New York 17 
Sept. 24-27, New York 

Twenty-first Annual Meeting of the In 
stitute of Traffic Engineers (Commodore 
Hotel) Contact Edward G. Wetzel, 
chairman, Arrangements Committee, c/o 
Port of New York Authority, 111 Eighth 
Avenue at 15th St., New York 11, N. Y., 
or Robert S. Holmes, executive secretary, 
Strathcona Hall, New Haven 11, Conn 
Oct. 7-12, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Fifty-seventh Annual Conference of the 
International Association of Chiefs of Po 
lice (Antlers Hotel). Contact Edward ] 
Kelly, executive secretary, International As 
sociation of Chiefs of Police, 1424 K 
Street, N. W., Washington 5, D. C. 
Oct. 16-20, Chicago 

National Safety Council, 38th National 
Safety Congress & Exposition (Stevens 
Hotel). Ned H. Dearborn, president: R. 1. 
Forney, general secretary, National Safety 
Council, 20 N. Wacker Drive, Chicago 6 
Dec. 4-7, Miami, Fla. 

Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting of the 
American Association of State Highway 
Officials. Chairman of the General Pro 
gram Committee is Alfred A. McKethan, 
chairman, Florida State Highway Com- 
mission. For other details contact H. H 
Hale, executive secretary, 1220 National 
Press Building, Washington 4, D 


wr . 
NYU Institute for 
Traffic Training in June 

The annual Eastern Institute for 
Trafic Training scheduled by the Na 
tional Committee for Traffic Training 
and New York University will open 
on the NYU campus June 5. 

The regional institute will consist 
of three basic courses together with a 
seminar and a conference. Following 
are the courses 

Peace Officer Trafic Training. June 
5-16, conducted by instructors from 
the Northwestern University Traf 
fic Institute 

Traffic Engineering for State and City 
Personnel. June 5-9, taught by trat 
bere enginecrs in the metropolitan 
area 

Driver Education and Traffic Safe 
in Secondary School June 5-16, 
A 2-point credit course in thé 
School of Education 

In addition, the following will be given 

Safety Education and Safety Pats 
for Police Department One-day 
conference, Friday, Tune 9 
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Seminar in College Teaching, Admin- 
istration, and Supervision of Gen- 
eral Safety and Driver Education. 
June 5-9. For college instructors 
and state and city safety education 
supervisors 

Further information regarding these 
courses may be secured from Dr. 
Herbert J. Stack, Director, Center for 
Safety Education, New York Univer 
Sity. 


Reference Material 
for Fleet Supervisors 

You may have heard it at the 1949 
National Safety Congress, but you 
want it in print. If you didn’t hear it 

you wont want to miss it. It’s the 
new edition of Volume 20, Transac 
tions, 1949 National Safety Congress 
and it’s hot off the press. Naturally, 
all members of the Commercial Ve 
hicle Section will automatically re 
ceive a copy. Others can secure a 
copy On request at 30c per copy 
Papers and panel sessions are included 
on such current safety topics of the 
motor transportation industry as: 

What Is Your Hooper Rating with Top 
Managemeat ? 

Human Engineering in Commercial Ve 
hicle Operations 

Correcting the Accident 
Through Counseling 


Make Safety Meetings Work for You 


Repeater 


Maintenance Affects Safety 

Evaluation of Selection Tests 

What's Your Problem?—Stump the Ex 
perts. (A panel discussion. ) 

Common Problems. (A_ panel discus 
sion.) 

If, after reading your copy, you 
want more for distribution to key per 
sonnel, you'd better get your order in 
eatly. The supply is limited and there 
will be no reprinting 


119 Green Line Operators 
Win NSC Safe Driver Awards 

A total of 119 Green Line System 
operators—drivers of transit vehicles 
for the Cincinnati, Newport and Cov 
ington Railway Company and_ the 
Dixie Traction Company have re 
ceived National Safety Council Safe 
Driver Awards within the past month 
for operating their vehicles a total of 
250 years without a preventable acci 
dent being charged against their rec 
ords 


Fifty-nine of these careful drivers 
were awarded three-year pins, 29 won 
two-year awards and 31 received their 
one-year pins Approximately 83 of 
the drivers——-winners of the two and 
three year awards—-were honored at 
a banquet held at the Covington 
YMCA. Merwyn A. Kraft, director 


of personnel and accident prevention, 
American Transit Association, was 
guest speaker, and Malcolm Richards, 
announcer for Station WCPO, Cin 
cinnati, was master of ceremonies. 


Move Oklahoma State 
Safety Council Offices 

The Oklahoma State Safety Council 
has moved into new headquarters, a 

room duplex building located at 
1600 N.W. 23rd Street in Oklahoma 
City, Clyde Reeves, the Council's 
president, announced. Glenn V. Car 
michael is managing director. 


Changes in Personnel 
in the Traffie Field 

Thomas J. O'Donnell, formerly as 
sistant director, has been appointed 
acting director of the Illinois Depart- 
ment of Public Safety, replacing Don- 
ald J. Walsh, who resigned as direc- 
tor to take an executive post with a 
Chicago new spaper. 

Thomas V. Maloney resigned as 
California registrar of motor vehicles 
to join the staff of R. L. Polk & Com 
pany, Cincinnati, O 

« as + 
Watch out for kids. Slow down, while 


driving on residential streets. Youngsters 
may dart out from behind parked cars. 


IT'S SPRING AGAIN! 


On rainy days ahead your school patrols will 
need adequate protection. Protection against 
the weather, and against approaching traffic. 
The dead whiteness of these coats has long 
range visibility. 


“RAINFAST” coats and hats are absolutely 


waterproof 


sponsor’s name on the back. 


“CORPORAL DIGBY” remains on guard in 
all weather, at all times. Standing five feet 
tall in vivid red, yellow and black enamel 


seams vulcanized for added pro- 
tection. 100% all rubber, they are also avail- 
able in yellow and in black. School, city or 








on heavy steel, it warns motorists of school 


approaches. 


Write for our complete catalog on: 
overseas caps, felt emblems, patrol 
buttons, caution flags, rubber foot- 
wear and badges. 


Graubard’s 


NEWARK 2, N. J. 


“America’s Largest 


Sajety Patrol Outfitters” 266 MULBERRY ST. 
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Atlanta Strikes Back at Trafliec Death 


From Page 6 

hottest potato imaginable 
city nd ‘wen e to ban parking on all 
downtown streets 


a proposed 


Taking the proposal, the group 
studied it during six months of sur 
veys and came up with a compromise 
that pleased everyone-—even the mer 
chants who previously had opposed 
any effort to prevent parking in front 
of their shops. Merchants had thought 
street parking meant customers The 
association proved it did not. That 
paid off in public trust 

The two years between the fall of 
1947 and the fall of 1949, when Mar 
garet Mitchell died a victim of traffic, 
brought bitter Atlantans 
concerned over their city’s trathe con 
trol and accident prevention program 

Mayor Hartsfield had learned in 
1940 at the cost of his office, that 
public support was essential to a suc 
cessful trathc safety program, particu- 
larly in enforcement. The Mayor wel 
comed the new agency, as did the 
city council and Marvin Thomas, har 
ried captain of the police traffic bureau 


lessons to 


The association went to work. Busi 
ness men spent hours around the con- 
ference table drafting workable plans, 
a team of young attorneys spent 
months of night work drafting a new 
traffic ordinance for Atlanta-—-one that 
would conform with the Model Traffic 
Ordinance recommended by the 
President's Conference; completed it 
by mid-1949. And other association 
members got guarantees from 20 out 
lying municipalities that they would 
enact into law the same ordinances 
that Atlanta accepted, thus assuring 
uniform traffic regulations throughout 
the Atlanta metropolitan area 

The parking lot and garage owners 
pitched in to help other association 
members make a complete survey of 
the city’s parking needs 
when set forth in a 
series of maps and charts-—sold itself 
to city council, the parking lot people 
and the general public It 
need for some 3,000 off-street parking 
spaces in the downtown area. 


That survey 


showed 


By the end of 1949 private enter 


prise with the threat of a publi 
parking authority over it-—had created 
3,200 new off-street spaces. Most of 


them were in the area where the need 
was greatest 

These automatically eased 
the problem of on-street parking. As 
fast as spaces were provided, 


sarking was banned. This in effect 
F 
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doubled the usable width of 10 heav- 
ily traveled main streets. Even the 
merchants accepted the parking ban 
when the association, by actual counts, 
showed them that only 3 per cent of 
the parking space on the streets near 
their stores was used by their cus 
tomers. The rest was being used by 
their own employees and by persons 
in town for business other than shop 
ping 

Old street car tracks were removed, 
and the city's street resurfacing pro- 
gram covered most of the downtown 
area. Plastic markers were put down 
to indicate driving lanes and pedes- 
trian cross-walks 


In the fall of 1949, leading citizens 
of Atlanta formed the Greater At 
lanta Safety Council—-a Chapter of the 
National Safety Council, and included 
the entire Traffic Improvement Asso 
ciation as its committee on traffic and 
public safety. Snodgrass was named 
chairman of the Chapter’s Executive 
Committee, and Bob Leopold was 
made managing director of the Chap 
ter. New offices were set up at 88 
Walton Street, NW 

The combined organization moved 
into a frontal attack on accidents and 
Atlanta was beginning to get things 
done. 

First accomplishment a result of 
the new traffic ordinance—was the 
creation of the office of traffic engi- 
neer, The city now has an $8,000 per 
year engineer-director with a staff of 
assistants. a. 

A violations bureau where citizens 
could pay traffic fines for minor vio- 
lations was set up with a stiff, gradu- 
ated schedule of fines based on the 
number of previous offenses. The scale 
runs from $1 to $3 for illegal park- 
ing; from $6 to $36 for improper 
brakes, or failure to yield the right 
ot way. 

More serious violations—-speeding, 
drunken driving and all violations of 
state motor vehicle laws—-go before 
the city recorder. The most serious go 
to state courts 

Even before Miss Mitchell's death 
under the wheels of an off-duty taxi 
driver's car (he had a record of 23 
trathc arrests), the 
planning a strict taxi ordinance. The 
city attorney rushed it to completion 
and city council passed it unanimously 
It banned from the taxi driver's ranks 
inyone who had been convicted of 
negligent homicide, drunken driving, 


association «was 


hit-run, three motor vehicle violations 
within 12 months, violating any law 
involving moral turpitude, and re- 
peated violations of city safety ordi- 
nances. 

Immediately 64 of the city’s 877 
taxi driver permits were canceled. An- 
other 131 } em were put on proba- 
tion. Later, after appeals, 26 of those 
who lost licenses were permitted to 
drive in probation status. 


In line with the thinking of the 
safety council’s traffic body, the leg- 
islature made the office of traffic judge 
appointive rather than elective. Now 
the three traffic judges who pass out 
stiff fines and jail sentences when they 
are merited, need fear no reprisals at 
the polls. 

Politicians appreciate the engineer- 
ing services of the council. Its recom- 
mendations far outweigh any political 
pressure demanding special favors for 
this ward or that. It is easy for a 
councilman to tell his insistent con- 
stituents: “I can’t buck the safety 
councils’ traffic body. What they say 
goes!" 

A driver-training program has been 
launched in the schools. 

Local newspapers and radio stations 
have gone all out to support the asso- 
ciation and its recommendations. With 
hundreds of pictures and articles the 
newspapers have built public support 
for the group, and for city council 
as it follows the association's sugges- 
tions. During 1949 alone the two 
Atlanta papers carried a total of 290 
columns — nearly 40 full pages — of 
traffic news and editorial comment. 

The accident investigation cars are 
back on the street. And, while we 
didn't get really rolling in 1949; we 
killed 43, 11 more than in the pre- 
vious year; we learned some vital 
things. 

We had 11 more deaths in June, 
July and August than in the previous 
year. Speed was up by 20 per cent, 
enforcement lax. Twenty of last year’s 
deaths were traced to speed 

Yet, Atlanta had cut down on pe- 
destrian deaths. Where, in 1948 there 
had been 22 pedestrian deaths of a 
total of 32 in traffic, only 12 of the 
1948 toll of 43 traffic deaths were 
pedestrians. It could have been due 
to public education, for there was 
plenty of it, or, maybe the newly 
marked crosswalks had paid off. | 

The calendar furnished another le 
son. In the dreaded winter months* 
of November and December, the city’s 
death toll has traditionally gone up 
Bad driving conditions, early darkness 
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and holiday drinking had always taken 
their toll, In 1948, these months put 
9 deaths in the record book. 

This last year, only four died in 
this same two-month span. 

In 1950, a balanced program has 
been in effect. Overall performance 
is the goal, as Atlanta, with a hefty 
program of preparation to back her 
efforts, strikes back at traffic death. 

The effort has been rewarding. 
Georgia's Governor Herman Talmadge 
has asked for a statewide traffic safety 
association; wants the state traffic laws 
overhauled and brought up-to-date. 
He looked the state over carefully and 
picked the first president of the At 
lanta group, W. E. Mitchell, to do 
the job. 

With two years of experience and 
expensive lessons as his tools, he took 
over as president of the Georgia Safety 
Council. His mission? To do for 


Georgia what had been done for 
Atlanta 
Publish NSC 


Fleet Safety Manual 

A reorganized, revised, and ex- 
panded Fleet Safety Manual was re- 
leased for distribution this month by 
the Motor Transportation Bureau to 
members receiving AA-l, A-2, and 
B-2 types of administrative units. 

The manual covers “The Balanced 
Fleet Safety Program,” “Selection of 


Drivers,” “Driver Training,” ‘Acct 
dent Reports and Records,” “Con 
tests,"’ “Safe Driver Awards,” ‘Sus 
taining Driver Interest,” plus a 


Miscellaneous” section covering safe 
ty posters, protective coloring, safety 
meetings, accident investigation, brak 
ing and stopping, garage and repair 
shop safety, carbon monoxide, and fire 
extinguishment. 

The manual offers for the first time 
an up-to-date and complete coverage 
of the major motor transportation ac 
cident prevention techniques and rep 
resents the accumulated experience of 
members of the Motor 1 ransportation 
Bureau from all branches of the in 
dustry 

Most of the material in the manual 
is entirely new. The balance com 
prises revised editions of previously 
published materials. The process of 
revision will be continuous in order 
to keep manual holders abreast of 
progress made in the automotive safe 
ty field. 

It is bound in a handsome, red, 
leatherette, loose-leaf binder so that 
revisions and replacements can be con 
veniently made 
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ACCIDENT 2g4z 
ON THE SPOT! 










diagram on the spot, the location of all cars, 

pedestrians, etc. These stamps picture 11 types 

. of vehicles, also pedestrian, bicycle, arrow, etc. 

¢ Compact kit includes Stamp Pad. 

LARGE KIT for Court Cases, etc., $5.00 
Smaller Kit fits Accident Reporting Forms, $2.00 

Send Check or Money Order 














|L-FORBES STAMP CO.— 


GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 














THE “EYES” HAVE IT.... 


Here is an aid that has proven practical in teaching visually the principles of safety. 
It's simple, effective and works wonders in teaching your drivers. 
The MAGNO SAF-T BOARD is the result of studies by outstanding safety instructors 
and engineers. Safety directors, traffic managers, driving instructors, insurance agents 
and adjusters get a clear picture of how accidents occurred visually by reconstruction 
of conditions. 
It is now being used from coast to coast by fleet owners, insurance and public utility 
companies, colleges and schools, and many other concerns interested in public safety. 
Consisting of a BOARD with typical street intersections on one side. The other side 
is a BLACKBOARD on which any street or road situation can be drawn with chalk and 
then erased. It has scale models of vehicles, traffic markers and accessories that can 
be placed in any conceivable traffic situation. 

Write for our folder. If contains full information. 


MAGNO SAF-T BOARD» — emicsvitte, pa. 
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TRADE PUBLICATIONS 


There is a wealth of valuable 
and interesting information in 
the catalogs and publications 
listed below. They form splen- 
did additions to your reference 
library, affording an oppor- 
tunity to keep abreast of 
safety equipment. The coupon 
below will bring FREE to 
those responsible for the rec- 
ommendation or purchase of 
equipment any or all of the 
catalogs listed. 





ADVERTISERS’ INDEX 


Forbes Stamp Co..... 39 
Graubards ; * 37 
Harley-Davidson Motor Co. 1 
International Meters, Inc. LF.C. 
Magno Saf-T Board 39 
Nauonal Safety 

Council 2-31 
U. S. Treasury 1.B.C, 
Weaver Mfg. Co. B.C. 





James Scully 





1. Brake Testing Meter: Litera 
ture on a brake testing meter operat 
ing without wires, batteries or con 
version tables, on a magnetic field 
principle. It has years of continued 
accuracy, connects with a quick clamp 
ing device, and holds test reading 
Tapley Products Corp. 

2. “A Path of Gold”: A _ folder 
illustrating fluorescent shaft street 
lights that give more light than ordi 
nary lighting methods. They are 
available in aluminum posts or can be 
used to convert present light posts 
and are easily installed. W. H. sn 
Co 

3. “Flex-Beam Guardrail and 
Bridge Rail”: A 16-page booklet show- 
ing how guard rails contribute to 
economical highway safety. Photo 
graphs of installations, features of 
high impact resistance, economy and 
adaptability are discussed. Included 
are eight pages of basic design data 
irmeo Drainage & Metal Products, 
Ine 

4. Driver Training Kit: Brochure 
ym a teaching device consisting of a 
set of cut out pkaques for setting up 
every sort of intersection, and other 
traffic producers, trucks, pedestrians, 
tc. These symbols are used to lay 
ut a bird's-eye view of any possible 
traffic problem. Florez, Inc. 

5. Safety Patrol Accessories: Cat 
alog folder showing a complete line of 
accessories for outfitting safety pa 
trols. Items illustrated include rain 
wear, belts, badges, buttons, caps, arm 
bands, caution flags and the safety 
sentinel, Graubard’s, Ine. 

6. Windshield Wipers: Informa 
tion on windshield wipers of fresh 
resilient natural rubber, Clears rain, 
oad muck, reduces hazards, permit 
ing clear vision, Models are available 
for flat or curved windows. The 
1 nel n Co 

7. “Parking Meters Are the An- 
swer to Traffic Congestion”: A 42 
page booklet explaining how parking 
meters can be used to clear up traffic 
problems and congestions, as well as 
bring in revenue, Mi-Co Meter Corp. 
ML 
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JAMES SCULLY, assistant to the 
manager, Membership Department, 
National Safety Council, died March 
17 after a prolonged illness 

Mr. Scully will be widely remem- 
bered as the Council's representative 
at service exhibits in Washington, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Chicago, Seattle, 
Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and other cities. 

He joined the staff of the Council 
in 1943 as an administrative assistant, 
became director of the service bureau 
of the Membership Department, and 
was appointed to his latest position in 
1949. He had been with A. G. Spald- 
ing and Co. for 16 years betore join 
ing the Council staff 

Mr. Scully was a native Chicagoan 
He was 42 years of age at his death. 
He is survived by his wife and two 
children 


Oklahoma City Police 
Get Local NUTI Scholarships 

A five-year Northwestern Univer- 
sity training program for Oklahoma 
City policemen was announced te- 
cently in a special issue Of Safety Sar 
vey, monthly publication of the Okla- 
homa City Safety Council. 

The Oklahoma City Association of 
Insurance Agents has allocated $12,- 
500 for scholarships to be awarded 
ten policemen during the next five 
years, and the city council of Okla 
homa City has matched the amount 
with $12,500 in salaries, making a 
total of $25,000 The police ofhcers 
will take specialized training in traf 
he police administration at North 
western University Trathc Institute, 
Evanston, Ill 

First Oklahoma City policeman to 
qualify for the training is Motorcycle 
Otticer John |. Byrd, who enrolled at 
the Institute February 2. He will 
complete the four and a half months 
course in June 

This investment in Oklahoma 
City's future was made with the idea 
in mind that a better trained police 








Thirteen years of driving without an 
accident brought National Safety Council 
Safe Driver Awards to Tommy Wood, 
left, and J. C. Blaylock, drivers for the 
Jolly Cab Company, Memphis, Tenn. 
Sixty-one other Jolly Cab drivers received 
NSC Safe Driver Awards, ranging from 
12 years to 1 year of safe driving ex- 
perience, in recent ceremony. 


force makes a better city in which 
to live,’ Horton C. Hightower, pres 
ident of the insurance association, said 

“We feel that if we can save even 
one life by reducing traffic accidents 
we have spent our money well. 

“We also know that fewer trath« 
accidents will result in lower insurance 
rates on automobiles, which of course 
is a benefit to our customers, the auto- 
mobile owners of Oklahoma City.” 

Safety Survey's special issue an- 
nouncing the plan also carried eight 
pages of articles dealing with police 
qualifications for the scholarships, the 
Trafhic Institute, comment by leading 
city officials, and information _ per- 
taining to 15 graduates of the Insti- 
tute who now hold key positions in 
the trathe safety field 


13,000 Police Cars 
Not Licensed for Radio 

Industry statistics show that ap- 
proximately 13,000 police cars have 
yet to be licensed for radio communi 
cations in this country, according to a 
report made by the Marketing Serv 
ices Division of the General Electric 
Company at Electronics Park 

The report indicates that the ma- 
jority of these cars will be licensed 
within three years if the growth of 
radio communications continues at the 
rate of the past few years. ‘ 

During 1950 it is estimated that 
police departments will spend $5, 
150,000 on radio equipment. There 
was an increase of 16 per cent in 
licenses granted during 1949 as com- 
pared to 1948, it says. 
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Theres no such animal, 


mM’ FRIEND and I were picking the ponies one 
day when I started telling him about a sure 
thing I heard about. 


“You say it pays four bucks for three?” he asked. 
“Yep,” I replied. 

“And never loses? Ever? It automatically wins? 
Must be illegal!” 

“Not a bit,” I replied. “In fact, the government very 
much approves...” 


“Our government approves of a horse who can’t 
lose...” 


“Who said anything about a horse?” I asked. 
“So what else could it be but a horse...?” 


“It not only could be—but is—U. S. Savings Bonds,” 
was my prompt reply. “The surest thing running 
on any track today. 

“For every three dollars you invest in U.S. Savings 
Bonds you get four dollars back after only ten 
years. And if you’re a member of the Payroll Sav- 
ings Plan—which means you buy bonds automati- 
cally from your paycheck—that can amount to an 
awful lot of money while you're not looking. Hey, 
what are you doing?” 


“Tearing up my racing form! The horse I’m betting 
on from now on is U.S. Savings Bonds.” 


Automatic saving is sure saving—U.S. Savings Bonds 


Contributed by this magazine in co-operation with the Magazine Publishers of America as a public service. 
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Back in 1930 when official automotive testing programs were in the pioneering 
stage, Des Moines was one of the first progressive cities to establish such a program. 
Today Des Moines can look back on 20 years of advancement in vehicle safety 
testing, including the establishment of a permanent indoor station with three Weaver 
Safety Lanes in 1935. 


With a current registration of more than 40,000 vehicles which are inspected 
twice annually, a very effective traffic safety program is paying dividends in a 
lower rate of accidents, injuries and fatalities in Des Moines. Throughout its history 
of leadership in traffic safety, Des Moines has equipped its testing station with 


Weaver Safety Lanes. 


Write Weaver today for details on how you can set up a life-saving vehicle 
inspection program in your city or state. 
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